
Sentence Patterns

English I

1. Simple Sentence, also known as an Independent Clause

Sentence.

	Pattern:                    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                  The wily Odysseus escapes the monster’s cave.

Labeled Example:  The wily Odysseus escapes the monster’s cave.




2. Compound Sentence Using a Comma and Coordinating Conjunction

Sentence    ,          sentence.

	Pattern:    complete subject    complete verb    comma    coordinating conjunction    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                   Scout admires her father, so she obeys his requests to the best of her ability.

Labeled Example:     Scout admires her father, so she obeys his requests to the best of her ability.




3. Compound Sentence Using a Semicolon 


Sentence       ;      sentence.

	Pattern:                      complete subject    complete verb    semicolon    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                    Atticus dislikes some aspects of parenting; he routinely treats his children like adults.

Labeled Example:      Atticus dislikes some aspects of parenting; he routinely treats his children like adults.


4. Complex Sentence

Aaawwuubbis,     sentence.                or         Sentence     aaawwuubbis.
	Pattern:   dependent clause    comma   independent clause         or             independent clause    dependent clause

Examples:                 Because they are in love, Romeo and Juliet make rash and foolhardy decisions.       or
                                  Romeo and Juliet make rash and foolhardy decisions because they are in love.

Labeled Examples:    Because they are in love, Romeo and Juliet make rash and foolhardy decisions.        or
                                   Romeo and Juliet make rash and foolhardy decisions because they are in love.


5. Prepositional Phrase Starting a Simple Sentence, also known as a 

Prepositional Phrase Starting an Independent Clause 

       


Prepositional phrase      sentence.
	Pattern:                    prepositional phrase    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                  On the deserted island the boys must wait for rescue.

Labeled Example:    On the deserted island the boys must wait for rescue.

Use a comma if your prepositional phrase is five or more words.


6. Appositive Set off with Commas

Sent     ,    noun   ,     ence.

	Pattern:                    complete subject    comma    appositive    comma    complete verb

Example:                   J. Alfred Prufrock, a loner, regrets wasting his life.

Labeled Example:     J. Alfred Prufrock, a loner, regrets wasting his life.




7. Interrupting Modifier between Subject and Verb


Sent      , description ,     ence.

	Pattern:                     complete subject    comma    modifier    comma    complete verb

Example:                   The beast, initially only in the boys’ nightmares, becomes more and more real to them.

Labeled Example:     The beast, initially only in the boys’ nightmares, becomes more and more real to them.




8. Introductory Participial Phrase 
          
              or 
    Concluding Participial Phrase




____-ing,     sentence.           or

Sentence      , ____-ing.

	Patterns:  participial phrase    comma    complete subject    complete verb     or      complete subject    complete verb    comma    participial phrase
Examples:                  Valuing political power over his daughter’s happiness, Lord Capulet arranges her marriage.  or
                                   Lord Capulet arranges his daughter’s marriage, valuing political power over her happiness.

Labeled Examples: Valuing political power over his daughter’s happiness, Lord Capulet arranges her marriage.  or
                                Lord Capulet arranges his daughter’s marriage, valuing political power over her happiness.
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9. Commas in a Series 
                        or 
       Coordinating Conjunctions in a Series

                   A,      B,      C.
or
       A     CC     B     CC     C.
	Patterns:     A    comma    B    comma    C         or        A    coordinating conjunction  B  coordinating conjunction  C

Examples:                  It took skill, courage, commitment—Achilles had them all.             or
                                   It took skill and courage and commitment—Achilles had them all.

Labeled Examples:   It took skill, courage, commitment—Achilles had them all.             or
                                  It took skill and courage and commitment—Achilles had them all.




10.  Simple Sentence with Conjunctive Adverb

S      V     ;     CONJ ADV,     S     V.
	Pattern:               complete subject    complete verb    semicolon    conjunctive adverb    comma    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                Gregor tried not to burden his family; however, his transformation was simply too much for them.

Labeled Example:  Gregor tried not to burden his family; however, his transformation was simply too much for them.




11.  Three-Part Compound Sentence with Semicolons 

S     V     ;     S     V     ;     S     V.
	Pattern:         complete subject     complete verb    semicolon    complete subject    complete verb    semicolon    complete subject    complete verb
Example:                   Mama Elena sublimates her passions; Gertrudis follow hers; Tita struggles with her own course of action.

Labeled Example:     Mama Elena sublimates her passions; Gertrudis follow hers; Tita struggles with her own course of action.



12.  Compound Sentence with Explanatory Statement Using a Colon

S     V     :     S     V.
	Pattern:                     complete subject    complete verb    colon    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                  Oedipus faces a harsh truth: he unknowingly killed his father and married his mother.

Labeled Example:     Oedipus faces a harsh truth: he unknowingly killed his father and married his mother.


13.  Simple Sentence with a Colon and a List

S     V     :     N, N, and N.
	Pattern:                  complete subject    complete  verb    colon    nouns with commas and coordinating conjunction

Example:                 Okonkwo at one time or another alienates loved ones: his wives, his friend, and his son.

Labeled Example:  Okonkwo at one time or another alienates loved ones: his wives, his friend, and his son.




14.  A Single Modifier out of place for emphasis

MOD,     S       V.
	Pattern:                       modifier    comma    complete subject    complete verb

Example:                    Gently defiant to the very end, Juliek plays a piece by Beethoven before his death at the hands of the Nazis.

Labeled Example:     Gently defiant to the very end, Juliek plays a piece by Beethoven before his death at the hands of the Nazis.




15.  Series of Balanced Pairs
S         V        A and B,        C and D,         E and F.
	Pattern:             subject    verb    A  coordinating conjunction  B    comma    C coordinating conjunction D    comma    E coordinating conjunction F
Example:                   A Doll’s House explores love and marriage, appearance and reality, submission and independence.

Labeled Example:   A Doll’s House explores love and marriage, appearance and reality, submission and independence.




16.  Internal Series of Appositives or Modifiers enclosed by Dash, Comma, or Parentheses

  S  ––MOD, MOD, MOD––  V.     or     S    , MOD, MOD, MOD,    V.     or     S   (MOD, MOD, MOD)   V.
	Patterns:  complete subject    dash/comma/parentheses    list of modifiers    dash/comma/parentheses    complete verb    

                                                                                                                Note:  The dash is more emphatic.  The parentheses are less emphatic, a “whisper.”

Examples:                World War I’s Iron Youth—the hardened teenage soldiers, the fodder for machine guns, the 

                                    disillusioned—see no future in their postwar hometowns.

                                     World War I’s Iron Youth (the hardened teenage soldiers, the fodder for machine guns, the 

                                    disillusioned) see no future in their postwar hometowns.

Labeled Examples: World War I’s Iron Youth—the hardened teenage soldiers, the fodder for machine guns, the 

                                    disillusioned—see no future in their postwar hometowns.

                                     World War I’s Iron Youth (the hardened teenage soldiers, the fodder for machine guns, the 

                                    disillusioned) see no future in their postwar hometowns.



17.  Paired Constructions

Not only     S     V     , but also
     S     V.
Just as       S     V     , so too             S     V.
The more    
S     V       , the more    
S     V.

S     V.     The former   S     V     , the latter
     S     V.    
   

	Patterns:                          See above.

Examples:                       Not only does Oedipus punish himself, but also Jocasta kills herself.

                                        Just as Elie tries to care for his father, so too his father looks out for his son.

                                        The more Gregor tries to appease his father, the more his father rejects him.

                                       Achilles and Priam mourn their lost loved ones.  The former desecrates a dead body, the latter 

                                           begs for its retrieval.

Labeled Examples:        Not only does Oedipus punish himself, but also Jocasta kills herself.

                                            Just as Elie tries to care for his father, so too his father looks out for his son.

                                           The more Gregor tries to appease his father, the more his father rejects him.

                                           Achilles and Priam mourn their lost loved ones.  The former desecrates a dead body, the latter 

                                           begs for its retrieval.




18.  Paired Construction for Contrast only 

A     , not B,     V.
	Pattern:    A    comma    not B    comma    complete verb           

Note:  the” A” portion of the sentence is the simple subject.   The “A, not B” portion of the sentence is the complete subject. 

Example:              Hard work, not luck, gets you the high grades.

Labeled Example:  Hard work, not luck, gets you the high grades.
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19.  Direct Object before Subject and Verb           or   Complement before Subject and Linking Verb
DO     S     V.           or        PA / PN     S     LV. 
                       
	Patterns:                     direct object    subject    verb          or         predicate adjective / predicate noun     subject     linking verb
Examples:                  His sarcasm I do not like.          or   Satisfied with his first draft, high grades he likely won’t have.

Labeled Examples:   His sarcasm I do not like.          or   Satisfied with his first draft, high grades he likely won’t have.




20.  Complete Inversion of Normal Sentence Order

              DO/MOD     V     S.            or             PA / PN     LV     S.
	Patterns:   direct object / modifiers    verb    subj.        or      predicate adjective / predicate noun    linking verb    subj.     

Examples:                  Westward flow their dreams.     or            Westward are their hopes.

Labeled Examples:    Westward flow their dreams.     or            Westward are their hopes.




21.  Compound Sentence with Coordinating Conjunction and Semicolon
S     V     ;     S     V     , CC     S     V.           or           S     V     , CC     S     V     ;     S     V.
	Patterns:  subject    verb    semicolon    subject    verb    comma    coordinating conjunction    subject    verb            or

                    subject    verb    comma    coordinating conjunction    subject    verb   semicolon    subject    verb

Examples:                   The rain kept falling; Joan saw the roof begin to leak, and she put out a bucket to catch the water.   or
                                       Joan saw the roof begin to leak, and she put out a bucket to catch the water; the rain kept falling.

Labeled Examples:   The rain kept falling; Joan saw the roof begin to leak, and she put out a bucket to catch the water.   or
                                       Joan saw the roof begin to leak, and she put out a bucket to catch the water; the rain kept falling.


22.  Series without a Conjunction
S     V     A, B, C.
	Pattern:                      subject    verb    A    comma    B    comma    C

Example:                   The US has a government of the people, by the people, for the people.

Labeled Example:   The US has a government of the people, by the people, for the people.


23.  Dependent Clauses in a Pair or in a Series
If…, if…, if…,     then     S     V.        or        S     V     that…, that…, that…

	Patterns: dependent clause     comma     dependent clause    comma    dependent clause    comma    subject    verb       or
                  subject    verb    dependent clause     comma     dependent clause    comma    dependent clause

Examples:                   If he had the money, if he had the time, if he had a companion, he would take that trip around the world.     or
                                     I know that she was right, that her reasons were convincing, that I’d be better off following her advice.

Labeled Examples: If he had the money, if he had the time, if he had a companion, he would take that trip around the world.      or
                                   I know that she was right, that her reasons were convincing, that I’d be better off following her advice.




24.  Full Sentence as an Interrupting Modifier
S     ​​––FULL SENTENCE––     V.       or          S     (FULL SENTENCE)     V.
	Patterns:   subject     dash     full sentence     dash     verb              or            subject   parentheses     full sentence     parentheses     verb
Examples:                    If you are having trouble with your conclusion—and this is not an uncommon occurrence—it may be  

                                            because of problems with the essay itself.                                                                                                                or
                                            The excreta in the Koala bear’s but (you know, he’s got about 20 feet of gut in there) and starts his stomach 

                                             working so he can break down the stuff that’s poisonous.

Labeled Examples:    If you are having trouble with your conclusion—and this is not an uncommon occurrence—it may be  

                                            because of problems with the essay itself.                                                                                                                   or
                                            The excreta in the Koala bear’s but (you know, he’s got about 20 feet of gut in there) and starts his stomach 

                                             working so he can break down the stuff that’s poisonous.




25.  Emphatic Appositive at End, after a Colon
S     V     SUMMARY WORD     :     APP.
	Pattern:                  subject    verb    summary word    colon    appositive

Example:                In perpetrating a revolution, there are two requirements: someone or something to revolt against 

                                  and someone to actually show up and do the revolting.

Labeled Example:  In perpetrating a revolution, there are two requirements: someone or something to revolt against 

                                  and someone to actually show up and do the revolting.




26.  Appositive after a Dash

S     V     –– 
   APP.
	Pattern:                     subject    verb    dash    appositive

Example:                    Mary Shelley spent a full year writing Frankenstein—creating a monster that has survived better 

                                      than some of her husband’s poems.

Labeled Example:    Mary Shelley spent a full year writing Frankenstein—creating a monster that has survived better 

                                      than some of her husband’s poems.




27.  Introductory Series of Appositives
APP,     APP,     APP     ––     SUMMARY WORD     S     V.
	Pattern:                   appositive    comma    appositive    comma    appositive    dash    summary word    subject    verb

Example:                 Gluttony, lust, envy—which is the worst sin?

Labeled Example:   Gluttony, lust, envy—which is the worst sin?




28.  Dependent Clause as a Subject, Object, or Complement
DC 

V.                   or                   S     V     DC.
	Patterns:            dependent clause     verb             Note:  The dependent clause in this sentence is the subject.                                     or

                 subject    verb    dependent clause       Note:  The dep. cl. in this sentence is the dir. obj., the pred. adj., or the pred. noun.

Examples:                 Why so many students don’t read is baffling to me.



     He told me that he lost his marbles.

Labeled Examples:  Why so many students don’t read is baffling to me.

                                 He told me that he lost his marbles.




29.  Short Question for Dramatic Effect

S     V?

	Pattern:                      subject     verb     question mark

Examples:                  Can we change? What is next? Why do it?
Labeled Examples:    Can we change? What is next? Why do it?
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30.  Repetition of a Key Term
S   V   KEY TERM––   REP. KEY TERM.    or    S   V   KEY TERM,  REP. KEY TERM.
	Patterns:  subject    verb    key term    dash    repeated key term        or         subject    verb    key term    comma    repeated key term
Examples:                   She suddenly felt filled with joy--a joy she could not explain but that she gladly embraced.

Labeled Examples:     She suddenly felt filled with joy--a joy she could not explain but that she gladly embraced.




31.  Same Word Repeated in Parallel Structure
S     V     with repeated key word in same position of the sentence.
	Pattern:   See above.

Example:                  Venice presents great gifts to the visitor--great history, great arts, great crafts.

Labeled Example:    Venice presents great gifts to the visitor--great history, great arts, great crafts.




32.  Compound Sentence with Elliptical Construction
S     V     DO     ;      S ,     DO.        or            S     V     PA /PN     ;     S ,     PA/PN.
	Patterns:                  subject    verb    direct object    semicolon    subject    comma     direct object         or
                                        subject    verb    predicate adjective / predicate noun    semicolon    subject    comma     predicate adjective / predicate noun

 Note:  The comma replaces the verb in these sentences

. 
Examples:                   Beth likes popular music; Allen, jazz.

                                    For many of us, the new exam exemption was a savior; for others, a pain.
Labeled Examples:    Beth likes popular music; Allen, jazz.

                                   For many of us, the new exam exemption was a savior; for others, a pain.



33.  Absolute Construction Anywhere in the Sentence (noun and participle)

N     PART,     S       V.          or          S       V,     N    PART.
	Patterns:  

noun    participial phrase    comma    subject    verb                 or            subject    verb    comma    noun    participial phrase  

Examples:                  The walls being blank, the boys set about tagging the bathroom.

                                      She sat back, her head bowed. 
Labeled Examples:   The walls being blank, the boys set about tagging the bathroom.

                                       She sat back, her head bowed. 



34.  Short, Simple Sentence for Relief or Dramatic Effect
S     V.
	Pattern:                    simple subject    simple verb

Example:                    Children laugh.

Labeled Example:     Children laugh.


35.  The Deliberate Fragment
S.               or            V.
	Patterns:                      subject              or            verb

Examples:                    Now, on with the story.      But to get back to the story.    Fair enough.

Labeled Examples:     Now, on with the story.      But to get back to the story.    Fair enough.




from Longknife, Ann and K.D. Sullivan. The Art of Styling Sentences. Hauppauge: Barron’s Educational Series, 2002. Print.
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