

Foreshadowing always has two parts: ____________ and the _________________
	1. Key Object

Plant: an author introduces an object that does not seem to belong or describes a seemingly random object in great detail (the author’s version of the close-up).

Payoff: the object will come into full use or gain true meaning later

Example:
	2. Mini-event or Pre-scene
Plant: the author describes a non-threatening miniature version of the event using the same or another character.

Payoff: a similar but more threatening or powerful event happens later to the main character

Example:

	3. Suggestive Diction
Plant: the author describes a person or a place using diction (word choice) that hints at the payoff.

Payoff: the character or place fulfills the planted diction

Example:
	4. Mysterious Commentary
Plant: the author purposefully withholds information or makes a vague statement intended to leave the reader guessing.

Payoff: the author reveals the full story in a later scene.

Example:

	5. Ironic Dialogue/Internal Monologue
Plant: a character directly says or thinks that an event, person, or place will be a certain way.

Payoff: the same event, person, or place is the exact opposite.

Example:
	6. Irrational Concern
Plant: another character expresses irrational concern for the protagonist’s safety. It must be irrational so the reader can spot the foreshadowing.

Payoff: the author shows the reader that the concern was not irrational and the event happens.

Example:


	7. Weather (Foreboding)
Plant: the author describes the weather to coordinate with the mood of what will happen. 

Payoff: the negative or positive event happens shortly thereafter.

Example:
	8. Physical Nervousness (Foreboding)

Plant: the author describes the physical sensations associated with nervousness (clammy hands, sweat, beating heart) or another foreboding emotion.

Payoff: a surprising or powerful event happens shortly thereafter. You could also use this as a Red Herring moment, where you provide the reader with relief and nothing bad happens or someone’s life is saved.
Example:


Foreshadowing in The Awakening by Kate Chopin
2. Mini-event: “A bird with a broken wing was beating the air above, reeling, fluttering, circling disabled down, down to the water.” What will happen later: _________________________________________
2. Mini-event and 3. Suggestive Diction and 5. Ironic Dialogue
                            The Plant                                                                     The Payoff
	"How easy it is!" she thought. "It is nothing," she said aloud; "why did I not discover before that it was nothing. Think of the time I have lost splashing about like a baby!" She would not join the groups in their sports and bouts, but intoxicated with her newly conquered power, she swam out alone.

She turned her face seaward to gather in an impression of space and solitude, which the vast expanse of water, meeting and melting with the moonlit sky, conveyed to her excited fancy. As she swam she seemed to be reaching out for the unlimited in which to lose herself.

Once she turned and looked toward the shore, toward the people she had left there. She had not gone any great distance—that is, what would have been a great distance for an experienced swimmer. But to her unaccustomed vision the stretch of water behind her assumed the aspect of a barrier which her unaided strength would never be able to overcome.

A quick vision of death smote her soul, and for a second of time appalled and enfeebled her senses. But by an effort she rallied her staggering faculties and managed to regain the land.

She made no mention of her encounter with death and her flash of terror, except to say to her husband, "I thought I should have perished out there alone."


	The foamy wavelets curled up to her white feet, and coiled like serpents about her ankles. She walked out. The water was chill, but she walked on. The water was deep, but she lifted her white body and reached out with a long, sweeping stroke. The touch of the sea is sensuous, enfolding the body in its soft, close embrace.

She went on and on. She remembered the night she swam far out, and recalled the terror that seized her at the fear of being unable to regain the shore. She did not look back now, but went on and on, thinking of the blue-grass meadow that she had traversed when a little child, believing that it had no beginning and no end.

Her arms and legs were growing tired.

She thought of Leonce and the children. They were a part of her life. But they need not have thought that they could possess her, body and soul. How Mademoiselle Reisz would have laughed, perhaps sneered, if she knew! "And you call yourself an artist! What pretensions, Madame! The artist must possess the courageous soul that dares and defies."

Exhaustion was pressing upon and overpowering her.

"Good-by—because I love you." He did not know; he did not understand. He would never understand. Perhaps Doctor Mandelet would have understood if she had seen him—but it was too late; the shore was far behind her, and her strength was gone.

She looked into the distance, and the old terror flamed up for an instant, then sank again. Edna heard her father's voice and her sister Margaret's. She heard the barking of an old dog that was chained to the sycamore tree. The spurs of the cavalry officer clanged as he walked across the porch. There was the hum of bees, and the musky odor of pinks filled the air.


3. Suggestive Diction: “The water of the Gulf stretched out before her, gleaming with the million lights of the sun. The voice of the sea is seductive, never ceasing, whispering, clamoring, murmuring, inviting the soul to wander in abysses of solitude. All along the white beach, up and down, there was no living thing in sight.” Circle the words and phrases that relate to death or dying.
4. Mysterious Commentary: “Despondency had come upon her there in the wakeful night, and had never lifted. There was no one thing in the world that she desired. There was no human being whom she wanted near her except Robert; and she even realized that the day would come when he, too, and the thought of him would melt out of her existence, leaving her alone. The children appeared before her like antagonists who had overcome her; who had overpowered and sought to drag her into the soul's slavery for the rest of her days. But she knew a way to elude them. She was not thinking of these things when she walked down to the beach.” Circle the mysterious phrase.
What is it?
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8 Ways to Foreshadow








