
C


4


Romeo and Juliet Origins





Today your group will present a skit version of the Romeo and Juliet story printed below.





Requirements: 3 minutes or less


Tell audience: Title, author, publication date, place of publication, character names


Must use props.





The Tragicall Historie of Romeus and Juliet 


narrative poem (3020 lines)


Arthur Brooke (1562, England)





The Argument (short summary at beginning of poem):





Love hath inflaméd twain* by sudden sight,


     And both do grant the thing that both desire


     They wed in shrift** by counsel of a friar.


     Young Romeus climbs fair Juliet's bower*** by night.


Three months he doth enjoy his chief delight.


     By Tybalt's rage provokéd unto ire#,


     He payeth death to Tybalt for his hire.


     A banished% man he 'scapes by secret flight.


New marriage is offered to his wife.


     She drinks a drink that seems to reave## her breath:


     They bury her that sleeping yet hath life.


Her husband hears the tidings of her death.


     He drinks his bane$. And she with Romeus' knife,


When she awakes, herself, alas! she slay'th.











*two				#anger	


**in secret			##stop


***balcony/room		$destruction (the poisonous drink)


%exiled, banned














4 or 6


Romeo and Juliet Origins





Today your group will present a skit version of the Romeo and Juliet story printed below.





Requirements: 3 minutes or less


Tell audience: Title, author, publication date, place of publication, character names


Must use props.





Ephesian Tale of Anthia and Habrocomes\


novel


Xenophon of Ephesus (100s, Greece)


ZEE-no-fon of EFF-eh-sis





“The wife Anthia is separated from her husband [Habrocomes, with whom she exchanges a vow to be faithful all her life,] and rescued from robbers by Perilaus; to avoid marrying him she obtains from a physician a draught which she believes to be mortal* poison but which is only a sleeping potion. 





She awakes in the tomb and is carried off by tomb-robbers to further adventures.” After many years of separation, Anthia and Habrocomes happen to meet at the temple of the sun while on their way back to Ephesus. They confirm that they have been faithful to each other all along.





*deadly
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Romeo and Juliet Origins





Today your group will present a skit version of the Romeo and Juliet story printed below.





Requirements: 3 minutes or less


Tell audience: Title, author, publication date, place of publication, character names


Must use props.





Mariotto and Giannozza 


short story


Mascuccio Salernitano (1476, Naples)


Mas-KOO-cheeo Sah-LER-ni-TAH-no





“In Siena, Mariotto secretly marries Giannozza with the help of a bribed Friar. In the course of a quarrel Mariotto kills a prominent citizen, and he is banished. . . .  [He] goes in exile to Alexandria. 





Giannozza now comes under pressure from her angry father to marry a suitor he thinks satisfactory. She bribes the Friar to make her up a sleeping potion, which she drinks after sending a message to her husband. She is buried [under the assumption that she is dead], is [removed] from the tomb by the Friar, and sails for Alexandria. [The messenger she sent to tell Mariotto she is alive and coming to him is] captured by pirates, [so] Mariotto, on hearing of her supposed death, returns to Siena disguised as a pilgrim. [There, he] tries to open her tomb [to be with her dead body] but is seized [by guards] and subsequently beheaded. Giannozza comes back to Siena and [, finding Mariotto executed] dies of grief in a convent.”
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Romeo and Juliet Origins





Today your group will present a skit version of the Romeo and Juliet story printed below.





Requirements: 3 minutes or less


Tell audience: Title, author, publication date, place of publication, character names


Must use props.





Newly found story of two noble lovers


novel


Luigi da Porto (1530, Vicenza)





“Romeo goes disguised as a nymph to a carnival ball at his enemy’s house in the hopes of seeing a lady who scorns his love. Giulietta falls in love with him at first sight and, in a dance, a change of partners brings him next to her. On the other side of her is Marcuccio, who we are told has very cold hands. Giulietta takes Romeo’s hands and tells him that he makes one of her hands warm even if Marcuccio freezes the other. The lovers meet often in due course at Giulietta’s balcony until one night when it is snowing Romeo begs admittance to her room; Giulietta rejects him with modest scorn, declaring that when she is his bride she will give herself to him and follow him anywhere. 





Friar Lorenzo, a friend of Romeo, marries the pair, hoping to bring peace to the feuding families. Then in a brawl Romeo at first avoids harming any Capelletti, but when his own side are in peril he kills Thebaldo. He flees to Mantua, leaving a message that the Friar is to keep him in touch with events in Giulietta’s house. Since she is eighteen, her parents interpret her grief as a sign that she wishes for marriage and arrange a match with Lodrone. She refuses, and so angers her father. 





She asks the Friar for poison but he substitutes a sleeping potion: next morning she is discovered apparently dead and is buried in the family vault. A message from Friar Lorenzo fails to reach Romeo, but the servant, believing Giulietta to be dead, gives him the fatal news. Romeo returns disguised as a peasant and carrying poison; he goes to the tomb, laments over Giulietta, takes the poison and embraces her. She awakes and speaks to him before he dies. The Friar arrives and tries to persuade her to enter a convent but she commits suicide by holding her breath until at last with a great cry she falls on Romeo’s body. The two families become reconciled and the lovers are buried with great ceremony.”
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Romeo and Juliet Origins





Today your group will present a skit version of the Romeo and Juliet story printed below.





Requirements: 3 minutes or less


Tell audience: Title, author, publication date, place of publication, character names


Must use props.





Histoires tragiques


stories


Pierre Boaistuau (1559, Paris)





“Romeo attends [the rival family’s] ball hoping he will find a new woman so he will forget about his unrequited love. [There, he meets Juliet. The next day, with the help of her Nurse and the Friar, the two are secretly married.]





[Unaware she is already married,] Juliet's father shows his temper with Juliet for not wanting to marry the Count Paris, introducing the power of the father figure. [Romeo, in the meantime, gets in a sword fight with Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, and kills him. Romeo is banished from the city and must communicate with Juliet and the Friar via letters.





[To avoid her wedding with Paris, Juliet takes a sleeping potion provided by the Friar to make her appear dead. The potion is to wear off just at an appointed hour when Romeo will meet her at the family tomb. However, due to a lost letter, Romeo does not know that Juliet is only sleeping. Believing her dead, Romeo commits suicide by taking poison provided by an apothecary.] Romeo dies before Juliet awakens and she kills herself with Romeo's dagger.  





[The two families and the Friar discover the dead lovers in the tomb.] The Friar explains the whole situation to prove his innocence, the apothecary is hanged and the Nurse is banished for concealing the marriage.”





Summary by Tiffany Howe








2-3


Romeo and Juliet Origins





Today your group will present a skit version of the Romeo and Juliet story printed below.





Requirements: 3 minutes or less


Tell audience: Title, author, publication date, place of publication, character names


Must use props.





“Pyramus and Thisbe”


poem from The Metamorphosis


Ovid (8 AD, Roman)














