Developing a Thesis Statement

1. Choose an issue by reflecting on aspects of the text that piqued your curiosity. Answer all of the questions below. Provide as many different answers to each question as possible. Try to keep your answers focused on your motif.

As a group, choose one of the issues above that you would like to figure out an explanation for. Write your motif and your point in the middle of your idea chart (construction paper). Each group member must contribute to the idea chart, either by writing directly on it or by writing on sticky notes and placing those on it.

3. Open your book and notes. Create an idea chart in order to come up with an explanation. Include…

· Quotes from all the passages that discuss the issue or help explain it (use your motif notes)

· How does this issue come up in other places in the novel?

· The broad topics connected to this issue (topic = love, friendship, bravery, etc.)

· Where do those broad topics come up elsewhere in the text? Note characters, plot elements, and quotes connected to the topic.

· Many possible explanations for the issue

4. Which explanation best encompasses all of your thoughts and the plot of Great Expectations as a whole? Circle it.
5. Rewrite your explanation into a DADS thesis statement below.

In Great Expectations,
OPTIONAL THESIS STRUCTURES:
Scout’s/Jem’s/Atticus’s/Dill’s _____ suggests ____.

Harper Lee ____ in order to/because ______.

Despite ______, _______.

6. Double-check to see if it is DADS:

Debatable

What could someone say to debate you?

Analytical

Does this statement seem important to understanding the book as a whole? Why?

Does this statement seem important to understanding life today? How?

Defensible

What passages and/or events can you use to defend this thesis?

Specific

Does it answer the questions how and why? If not, go back and rewrite it!

​​
If your thesis statement is not DADS, rewrite it here. Have your teacher check it.

Don’t worry!

Your thesis statement may change slightly as you write your essay. 

This is a natural part of the writing process!
What surprised you most about Great Expectations?








What frustrated you about Pip, Estella, Joe, or any other character?








What frustrated you about the plot?








What was up with ________? Fill in the blank with as many ideas as possible








How come ________? Fill in the blank with as many ideas as possible.








What bothered you?








What upset you?








What did Dickens do that you don’t agree with?








What do you still wonder about in the story?








What motif annotation seems most important? Include page number.











