TP-CASTT:  A Close Reading Approach for Poetry

	Title

Examine the title before

reading the poem. Write down your associations and predictions.
	Complete here or on poem.


	Paraphrase

Translate the poem into 

your own words.  Avoid

the temptation to jump to

interpretation; a failure to

understand what happens

literally leads to problems

in interpretation.

Paraphrase by syntactical

Units (sentences), not lines.
	Complete in the margins of the poem.


	Connotation

Look for diction and 

imagery choices as well as 

irony, enjambment, rhyme 

scheme, etc.  Write down

the choices and your 

associations.
	Complete here or on poem.


	Attitude

Possible attitudes to note

are the speaker’s attitude 

toward self, other

characters, and / or the 

subject.  Write attitude as a 

complete thought.
	Complete here or on poem.


	Shifts

Look for changes in ideas

or attitudes as seen in key

words (but, yet), 

punctuation, stanza

divisions, etc.
	Mark the shift on poem with a squiggly line. Explain what shifts here or on poem.


	Title

Examine the title again,

this time on a more 

interpretive level.
	Complete here or on poem.


	Theme

List theme subject(s)

(word(s) and then a theme 

statement (sentence). What are some possible messages of the poem?

	Complete here or on poem.


