W4
Dialogue Rules
Dialogue is anything spoken aloud by a character. You can tell it’s dialogue because it’s in quotations.

Rules for Using Dialogue

1. Put the spoken words and punctuation in quotation marks. Capitalize the first word of the spoken sentence.
2. Optional: Add a dialogue tag (he said/she said) before, after, or in the middle of the quotation. If before the quote, the dialogue tag should be followed by a comma. 
3. Start a new paragraph when you switch speakers.
4. Use dialogue sparingly.

Editing Exercise: Reduce this conversation to a maximum of six lines of dialogue (six exchanges). Make it snappy!

“Adam, hi, how are you?”


“Okay, how are you?” He wipes his greasy hands on a rag.


“Fine, I guess, you know.”


“You don’t look fine,” he says.


“Well, maybe I’m not so fine.”


“I’m working now.” He points his chin toward the chassis. “What’s up?”


“I guess I have a problem.”


“What kind of problem?” he asks.


“Can we go someplace?” I ask. “I walked all the way over here, and I have something to say, and I thin you should listen.”


“Maybe later. Like I said, I’m working.”


“But it can’t wait.”


“What can’t wait?” he asks.


“Everything. Nothing. It can’t wait.”


He sighs and walks toward the door of the garage. “Okay, maybe a second.”


“Okay,” I say. “Thanks.”


“So,” he says, “what is it?”


“Well, I have a problem.”


“What is it?”


“I guess I’m kind of pregnant.”
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