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Ms. Garvoille  [GAR-voyl]


2014 – 2015

                         OVERVIEW
Materials

( 1” Binder separated into 5 sections:

Information, Literature, Writing, Grammar, Vocab
( Folder with pockets for homework

( Loose-leaf paper
( Composition or spiral notebook

( Pack of 125 3x5 index cards for flashcards
( Timetracker or assignment book
Wish List
( Pens, pencils, highlighters, markers, colors
( Dry-erase markers
( Lysol wipes

( Colored copy paper

( Construction paper and art supplies


Though all books are available through the school, the English department recommends that students, especially those enrolled in Honors English I, obtain personal copies that they can write in. You will have an opportunity to purchase these through the school within the first month of classes. Below is a list of novel-length texts we will be reading:
( Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens. (November)

( Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck. (January)

( Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare. (March)

Students enrolled in Standard English may purchase a copy with a side-by-side modern language summary. Students enrolled in Honors English should purchase a copy with only the original Shakespeare plus footnotes. I recommend the Barnes & Noble or Yale edition. 

( The Odyssey, by Homer. Penguin Books. Translated by Robert Fagles. (May)

Key Information
· You must complete all major projects, which count for most of your grade. If you don’t pass English I, it will be very difficult to graduate from DSA in four years.
· There is a class website: http://garvoille.wordpress.com. A class agenda, homework downloads and announcements are posted daily. This is an excellent resource for students and parents.
· Students in Honors English with a grade of D or below on the first report card will be automatically switched to regular English for the rest of the year.
· Copying (from a friend or the internet) will result in a detention and possibly a referral, no matter how minor the assignment.
· Extra help available Monday-Thursday until 5:00. You can sign up for a time slot on the door. I will send you home with a pass.
· If you are failing English after the first progress report, you will attend Power Lunch every day with Mr. Ritchie.
Grading

	Projects, Essays, Tests
	60 %

	Quizzes, Short Writings
	30 %

	Homework
	10 %


Weighted Breakdown:

Rationale: Grades show your mastery of a certain topic. Mastery is only accomplished after many trial runs and feedback. You will prove that mastery through projects, essays, tests, and quizzes. Grades on those big evaluations make up the majority of your letter grade. Homework is where you practice, make mistakes, and learn from your teacher’s comments, so the grade will not count as much because it’s only testing how much you understand partway through your learning process. But just because it doesn’t count for as large a percentage, doesn’t mean it’s not important. Like an athlete who must practice to do well at the big game, you must do the homework to succeed on the projects. 

Course Overview


English I will prepare you for a rigorous high school experience. This class involves daily writing in all sorts of genres as well as challenging but rewarding readings. Throughout the year, we study various genres, or types of literature, including memoir, novels, documentary films, websites, paintings, and even music videos. We study grammar through sentence patterns to help us become better writers, vocabulary via Greek and Latin word roots, and literary devices as we read and write literature. Here’s a rough sketch of our four quarters, subject to change based on student needs:
	1st 
	Memoir. Text: Summer reading, selected short memoirs. Project: Personal memoir.

	
	Poetry. Text: Assorted poems. Project: Poetry Out Loud performance.

	2nd 
	Novel. Text: Great Expectations. Project: Collaborative essay and creative adaptation.

	
	Short Story. Text: Selected short stories. Project: Analysis paragraph and Flash Fiction story.

	3rd 
	Novella. Text: Of Mice and Men. Project: Socratic seminar.

	
	Coming of Age Novel/Research. Text: YA novel of choice. Project: Wikipedia article.
Cultural Critiques. Text: Various critical essays and music videos. Project: Deconstruction of a music video.

	4th 
	Play. Text: Romeo and Juliet. Project: Critical essay and scene performance.

	
	Epic. Text: The Odyssey. Project: Text explication and oral storytelling performance.


Honors vs. Regular English I


Each student has the choice to complete the course at the Honors level, which adds extra weight to your GPA. In my class, Honors students will have more difficult reading, additional components to projects, and more competitive grading. For example, a paper that earns an A in regular English will earn a B in Honors English. Likewise, quizzes and tests for Honors and regular English I are often different.


If enrolled in Honors, the grade on your first quarter report card must be a C (77) or above; if below, you will be automatically switched to regular English, where you will be more successful. Only a parent petition at a conference can stop this process. In addition, any student who has not completed the summer assignment will be automatically enrolled in regular English. If enrolled in regular English and you would like to switch up to Honors, your first report card grade must be a B (85) or above.

Solution Corner
	Problem
	Solution

	I didn’t do my homework.
	1. Complete a pink slip in class to explain why you don’t have your work. Then, you will select a time to stay for study hall.

2. For the first 4 weeks of the quarter: complete a 30 minute study hall after school or during lunch to complete the assignment with Ms. Garvoille’s help. 
3. If you are not passing the class after progress reports, you will attend Power Lunch with Mr. Ritchie instead of study hall.
- 20 point deduction

	I was absent.
	1. Check the class website after 5:00 to download the work we did in class. Turn it in when it’s due! Technically you have three days to make up the work. Make sure you write on your paper which days you were absent.
2. Talk to Ms. Garvoille when you get back. 

3. Pick up your missing papers if you couldn’t access the website.

	I copied someone else’s paper or let someone else copy mine.
	1. You will both stay after school for one hour with Ms. Garvoille. During that time you will redo the assignment or an alternate assignment at my discretion.

- 40 point penalty and possible referral
(maximum of 60 points on the redone assignment)

	I didn’t go to study hall or remediation when you asked me to.
	After School Detention

1. You will be assigned ASD by an administrator.

2. You can come to study hall the next day.

	My project still isn’t done.
	Extended Deadlines

1. Ask Ms. G. for an extension 24 hours before it is due. With approval, you can turn in the project late on the extended due date.

2. If you didn’t ask for an extension, you will have to stay after school or during lunch for study hall to turn it in.

- 7 point penalty for 1 day late, -14 point penalty thereafter

	I’m not happy with the grade I got on this.
	Unlimited Revision Policy

1. Redo the assignment within one week of its return.

2. You will get an entirely new grade.

3. Repeat as many times as desired before the end of the quarter.

	My problem is bigger than this!
	I have a heart and will consider a solution appropriate to your problem. (


Please sign, detach, and return last page.
English I Policies Contract
2011-2012
Ms. Garvoille

Please sign below to show that you have received and understand the information about English I / Honors English I with Ms. Garvoille. Here are the key points:

· You must complete all projects to pass English I.

· If you copy homework or essays, you will get a zero and detention.

· You must maintain a C average to stay in Honors English first quarter.

· You must have a B average to switch up to Honors English first quarter.

· Sign up for one-on-one tutoring Monday-Thursday 3:45-5:00.

Please return by Monday, 8/29. 


Student Name 

print
____________________________________
Period __________





sign
____________________________________
Date   __________
Email: 
   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ *

                               




one character per line


Parent/Guardian 1

print
____________________________________




sign
____________________________________
Date   __________

Email: 
   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ *

                               




one character per line

Phone(s):



__________________________     __________________________






                          cell                                                                home





__________________________     __________________________





                          work

   

 other

Parent/Guardian 2

print
____________________________________
(if applicable)










sign
____________________________________
Date   __________

Email: 
   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ *

                               




one character per line

Phone(s):



__________________________     __________________________






                          cell                                                                home





__________________________     __________________________





                          work

   

 other
* If you attended open house and gave me contact information then, you do not need to provide it again here. Simply sign, date.



http://garvoille.wordpress.com





@Ms_Garvoille	    





alexa.garvoille@dpsnc.net





(919) 560-3926 x23406
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