Memoir Planning: Scene Planning
Name: ________________________________________               Date: __________________
1. Look over all your stones in the river. Which stones make you different from others? Maybe it’s an experience you’ve had that others could learn from. Or maybe it’s the most important part of who you are; if we took it away from you, you wouldn’t be the same person. Explain in a few sentences why that entry is important to you.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example: I feel a strong connection to nature. Whenever I feel stressed, I go to the woods to sit and read or listen to the leaves blow in the wind. Many important experiences have happened in nature: a went for hikes with my family, I went to camp where I met my best friend, I walked around crying all night because of a problem I had at school. Without nature, I wouldn’t be the person I am today

2. Write one word or phrase that sums up your answer to #1.  This is the topic of your memoir / essay.

____________________________________________________

3. What specific moments from your life would tell the story of this topic? Look back at your river to help you. In the box below, jot down events, places, people, feelings, or thoughts that relate to the topic. Remember that the little things, the unimportant memories can often tell more than the big memories. 
4. Pick five of those moments to expand on in the chart below. You do not have to use these five moments in your memoir, but you could.
My memoir is mostly going to focus on ____________________________________________________________________________________

My feelings about this topic are ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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