Annotating Key Passages

Directions: 
1. Find a passage in The Outsiders that you think reveals some sort of deep truth about your motif. Copy it into the box below in large, clear writing.


2. Annotate the passage. Locate key words, alliteration, allusions. Write down your thoughts. Connect this passage with other parts of the novel. Look for symbolism. Ask at least 3 questions. 

3. Based on the annotations, what does this passage reveal about life, society, or The Outsiders? Make an argumentative assertion in the space below. This should be one sentence.


Write a body paragraph using evidence from your passage to prove your assertion.

ACE-IT: Assertion, Context, Evidence, Interpretation, Transition

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic sentence: your assertion 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Provide context for your evidence: what part of the story is this quote from? Example structures: When … Right after … While … Before … Do not say “in Chapter x” or “on page x.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Give evidence that supports your assertion. Use a very short excerpt of the quote you chose for your annotation. Include the page number in parentheses before the final punctuation. Example structures: X says, “____” (#). Lee describes _____ as “_____” (#). When describing _____, Jem calls it “_____” (#). Lee writes that “_______” (#). As X writes/says, “_______” (#). X writes/says that (summary of quote): “_____” (#).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Interpret your evidence. Explain how it proves your assertion. Example structures: By using the word “__,” X suggests ___. The phrase “___” almost suggests ____. The description of ____ as “___” suggests ___. If Lee had wanted the reader to think (the opposite of your assertion), she wouldn’t have used the phase “____” since…
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition to your next point of evidence or take it to the next level. In a conclusion, explain why your assertion matters. Example structures: It is important to understand ____ because ___. If the reader misses _____, he might make the mistake of thinking ____. 
