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Ms. Garvoille  [GAR-voyl]


2013 – 2014

         

Materials

( 1-2” Binder 


This may be left in the classroom.

( Dividers to organize your binder into 5 sections:

General Information, Literature, Writing, Vocabulary, Grammar

( College-ruled loose-leaf paper
( Folder with pockets for English homework only

( Sticky notes

( Composition book or spiral notebook

Donations
Thank you! We will gladly accept tissues, paper towels, hand sanitizer, Clorox wipes, band-aids, pencils, dry-

erase markers, and technology (old digital cameras, voice recorders, headphones, or microphones).

Key Information
· You must earn a 70% or above on coursework to pass English I, which is required for high school graduation. You must complete all major projects, which count for most of your grade. 
· There is a class website: http://garvoille.wordpress.com. A class agenda, homework downloads, and announcements are posted daily. You can also follow me on Twitter for homework and project reminders.
· Students in Honors English with a grade of D or below on the first report card will be considered for a switch to regular English for the rest of the year.
· Copying (from a friend or the internet) will result in a detention, no matter how minor the assignment.
· Extra help is available Monday - Thursday, 2:45 - 4:00 and during A lunch and over email at all hours!
Course Overview

English I will prepare you for a rigorous high school experience focused on reading great literature and writing your own. Throughout the year, we will read a variety of stories, novels, essays, memoirs, and plays. We will study grammar through sentence patterns, vocabulary through Greek and Latin word roots, and literary terms and devices as we read literature. To succeed in this class, you must keep up on your reading and put your all into the writing projects. Here’s a rough sketch of our four quarters, though it is subject to change based on student readiness:

	1st 
	Memoir. Texts: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, The Color of Water, or Black Boy and/or selected personal essays. Project: Personal memoir.

	
	Poetry. Text: Selected poems. Project: Poetry Out Loud.

	2nd 
	Coming of Age Novel. Text: To Kill a Mockingbird. Project: Motif journal and collaborative essay.

	
	Flash Fiction. Text: Selected short stories. Project: Flash Fiction story.

	3rd 
	Wikipedia. Text: YA novel of choice, coming of age film. Project: Encyclopedia article.

	
	Companionship. Text: Of Mice and Men, Waiting for Godot. Project: Socratic seminar.

	4th 
	Shakespeare. Text: Romeo and Juliet. Project: Music video critique, Performance, Critical essay.
The Quest. Text: The Odyssey. Project: Braided essay/media piece.


Grading

	Projects, Essays
	50 %

	Quizzes, Short Writings
	30 %

	Homework, Classwork
	20 %


Weighted Breakdown:

Rationale: Grades show your mastery of a certain topic. Mastery is only accomplished after many trial runs and feedback. You will prove that mastery through projects, essays, tests, and quizzes. Grades on those big evaluations make up the majority of your letter grade. Homework is where you practice, make mistakes, and learn from your teacher’s comments, so the grade will not count as much because it’s only testing how much you understand partway through your learning process. But just because it doesn’t count for as large a percentage, doesn’t mean it’s not important. Like an athlete who must practice to do well at the big game, you must do the homework to succeed on the projects. 
Books
       Students will only be issued a textbook in the spring for Romeo and Juliet if they cannot provide their own copy. If issued, textbooks are the responsibility of the student. I recommend that students, especially those enrolled in Honors English I, obtain personal copies that they can write in. 

Below is a list of novel-length texts we will be reading for your optional purchase:
( To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee. (October)
( Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck. (February)
( Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare. (March)


Students enrolled in Advanced English should purchase a copy with only the original Shakespeare plus footnotes. I recommend the 
Yale, Arden, or Oxford editions. Do not purchase a copy with a side-by-side “translation” of the play, such as No Fear Shakespeare. 

( selections from The Odyssey, by Homer. Penguin Books. Translated by Robert Fagles. (May)
Honors vs. Regular English I


Each student has the choice to complete the course at the Honors level, which adds extra weight to your GPA. In my class, Honors students will have more difficult reading, additional components to projects, and more competitive grading. For example, a paper that earns an A in regular English will earn a B in Honors English. Likewise, quizzes and tests for Honors and regular English I are often different.

If enrolled in Honors, the grade on your first report card must be a C (77) or above; if below, I will discuss with your parents the possibility of switching you to regular English, where you will be more successful. If enrolled in regular English and you would like to switch up to Honors, your first progress report grade must be an A (93) or above.

Honors Projects


Students enrolled in Honors English I must complete at least one independent project at any point in the school year. This project will help you begin to work independently and enrich your understanding of the current class studies. The first project completed will count as a project grade, unless arranged otherwise; any additional projects completed for the rest of the year will count for up to five points of project-level extra credit. You may choose which project(s) to complete! Students enrolled in regular English I may complete these projects for up to ten points of extra credit. Project information, including requirements and due dates, will be distributed at the beginning of each unit. Possible projects include: 
	Memoir 
	Read two memoirs and answer quiz questions on both.

	Coming of Age 
	Read Truman Capote’s Other Voices, Other Rooms and cite it in your essay.

	November
	Participate in NaNoWriMo, National Novel Writing Month, by writing your own novel and turning it in for feedback.

	Wikipedia 
	Cite and utilize ten sources, rather than the required five.

	Shakespeare 
	1) Annotate ten Shakespearean sonnets and write your own sequence of three sonnets, and/or 2) Read Taming of the Shrew and include references to it in your essay.

	The Quest 
	Read and annotate all of The Odyssey.


Copied Work and Late Work


Copied papers get zeros and all students involved in copying or aiding in it will be sent to detention. If you did not do the assignment, you should talk to me before class or hand in your incomplete assignment. You will have more dignity and a higher grade. 

Homework is meant for you to practice a certain skill at a certain time. If you do it late, you’ve missed the purpose of the assignment. Therefore, in the Freshman Academy, late work must be made up during a study hall with any Team 2 teacher, from 2:45-3:30. The maximum credit for a late assignment is a 70.

All students can revise essays and projects, regardless of their achievement, for a completely new grade within one week of their return.

Broken Printer?


This is not an excuse for late work. Get the assignment to me over email or on pen and paper. If you email, it must sent by midnight the day before it is due. The document must be attached in a .doc, .docx, or .pdf form. Be sure to clearly and politely ask me in the email to print it off for you. (I won’t print it if you just attach the document to a blank email.) If you did the assignment on GoogleDocs, make sure it is shared with alexa.garvoille@dpsnc.net and that you email me with the request that I print it for you. If I respond before 7:15 a.m., I got your message and I will print it. If I do not respond, it’s your responsibility to print because I didn’t get your email. If you need to handwrite an essay, it must be in blue or black ink, written on every other line.

Absences


It is your responsibility to check the class website to print off assignments missed during an absence. If you have to leave early for sports or an appointment, stop by on the day you leave to pick up work or check the website after school. The faster you make up missed work, the less confused you will be in class the next day.
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