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Binary: division into two parts 


*opposites

      *can be two people, two groups of people, or two ideas


*potential for conflict


*one side is dominant

Examples of Binaries:  



men and women 


      Republicans and Democrats


      industry and environment


      speech and silence

Hegemony: the "winner" of a conflict  


*winner determines what others see as 
acceptable


*hegemonic force sometimes debatable


*can change


*hegemon: Greek for leader

Deconstruction/Breaking down Binaries: 


*questioning the validity of the hegemonic force


*overturning the typical winner


*questioning the basis of binary divisions

Examples of Binaries 

in The Hobbit :

Baggins and Took

Dwarves and Goblins

leaders and followers

peace and violence

greed and sharing

Example:   Throughout history men have been the hegemonic force over women.  As women have gained more rights in the last hundred years, men have become less of a hegemonic force.  Example:   The hegemonic force in the Republican / Democrat binary can change with every election.

What’s the relationship between binary, conflict, hegemony, and deconstruction?

Binaries lead to conflicts.  Once the conflict starts to play out, hegemonic forces develop.  Sometimes the hegemonic force is clear. Other times it’s open to debate or can change, which allows viewers to deconstruct the basis of hegemonic success. 

Example:  When a boxing match is announced, a binary exists.  When the fighters actually have the boxing match, they are in conflict.  Once a winner is announced, that fighter becomes the hegemonic force.  That hegemonic force can change if that fighter loses his next boxing match or retires. The hegemonic force becomes unclear if the fighter is accused of cheating. Deconstructionism would ask why physical power or playing by the rules determines a winner.

Cultural hegemony: The dominance of the popular kids over others means they define what is accepted as “cool.”

