Using Quotes in an English Essay

Rules and Practice: Fix these examples by rewriting them in the spaces below.

Rule 1: Cite the page number. If you are using more than one text, include the page number and the author name. If you are using only one text, the page number alone will do. We will practice using both. Put the author name and number separated by a space in parentheses right after the end quote or at the end of the phrase your quote is in. If it’s at the end of the sentence, put the parentheses right before the period. You should never state the page number in the body of your sentence.

1. On page 131, Ponyboy suggests that the rumble is a professional event because he “always got spruced up before a rumble.”
2. “You don’t ever think,” (13) Darry scolds Ponyboy.

3. The climax occurs on page 154, when Dally dies “with a look of grim triumph on his face” (S. E. Hinton).

Rule 2: Incorporate the quote into your own sentence.

4. “Y’all goin’ home?” –Two-Bit  “Not right now” – Ponyboy (Hinton 46).

5. The Ponyboy’s first character description is of himself. “I have light-brown, almost-red hair and greenish-gray eyes” (Hinton 1).

6. “No dragon can resist the fascination of riddling talk and of wasting time trying to understand it” (Tolkien 223). The narrator explains this.

Rule 3: Use only the part of the quote you need. Add or change words within the quote by putting your changes in brackets. Take out parts of the middle of the quote using an ellipsis. An ellipsis is space-period-space-period-space-period-space, NOT just period-period-period. ( . . . )
7. Replace “I” with Ponyboy, change “thought” and “separated” to present tense. At first, “I thought money separated us” (37).
8. Remove the middle section set off by commas by adding an ellipsis. Ponyboy appreciates Johnny because they had good conversations; in Pony’s words, “A guy that’ll really listen to you. listen and care about what you’re saying, is something rare” (273).
9. Replace “I” with “he,” change “hate” to “hates,” change “guys” to “people.” Even though Ponyboy starts out his novel by saying “I hate most guys that have green eyes” (1), when he later meets Cherry Valance her “green eyes” make him reconsider (130).
Other Tips and Tricks

Transitions (use many!)

Cause and Effect

accordingly

as a result

consequently

hence

it follows, then

since

so

then

therefore

thus
nevertheless

Conclusion

as a result

consequently

hence

in conclusion, then

in short

it follows, then

so

therefore

thus

to sum up

to summarize

Comparison

along the same lines

in the same way

likewise

similarly

similar to

identical to

much like

comparable to

in the same manner

Concession (saying something is true)

admittedly

although it is true that

granted

of course

naturally

to be sure

Contrast

although

but

by / in contrast

conversely

despite the fact that

even though

however

nevertheless

nonetheless

on the contrary

on the other hand

regardless

whereas

while

yet

Example

after all

as an illustration

consider

for example

for instance

specifically

in fact

Addition

also

and

besides

furthermore

in addition

in fact

indeed

moreover

so too

additionally

likewise

along the same lines

Elaboration

actually

by extension

in short 

that is

in other words

to put it another way

to put it bluntly

to put it succinctly

ultimately

Write literature essays in PRESENT TENSE. The text is always happening right now.

Don’t use I, me, my, we, or our. Instead of “we” or “us” write “the reader.”
Novels don’t talk. Neither does an author. 

Never write, “The Outsiders talks a lot about…” or “Hinton talks about…”

“It talks about…”

expresses, mentions, discusses, refers to, describes, narrates, explains, suggests, conveys

“It shows…”

illustrates, demonstrates, reveals, conveys, proves, clarifies, exemplifies, indicates, implies

