Using Quotes in an English Essay

Rules and Practice: Fix these examples by rewriting them in the spaces below.

Rule 1: Cite the page number. If you are using more than one text, include the page number and the author name. If you are using only one text, the page number alone will do. We will practice using both. Put the author name and number separated by a space in parentheses right after the end quote or at the end of the phrase your quote is in. If it’s at the end of the sentence, put the parentheses right before the period. You should never state the page number in the body of your sentence.

1. On page 131, Beorn suggests that a story is better if he is “sure it is true.”
2. “Please be more careful, next time” (44) Bilbo scolds Thorin.

3. The climax occurs on page 286, when Bilbo thinks all is lost until he sees “a sign that made his heart leap”: Eagles (J. R. R. Tolkien).

Rule 2: Incorporate the quote into your own sentence.

4. “We can go no further today.” –Thorin  “Hear, hear!” – Bilbo (Tolkien 245).

5. The narrator’s first description of Bilbo is through a metonym: a description of Bilbo’s home that stands in for Bilbo himself. “In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty wet hole” (Tolkien 1).

6. “No dragon can resist the fascination of riddling talk and of wasting time trying to understand it” (Tolkien 223). The narrator explains this.

Rule 3: Use only the part of the quote you need. Add or change words within the quote by putting your changes in brackets. Take out parts of the middle of the quote using an ellipsis. An ellipsis is space-period-space-period-space-period-space, NOT just period-period-period. ( . . . )
7. Take out the first sentence, replacing “her” in the second sentence with “Belladonna Took,” “his wife,” “Bilbo’s mother,” or “Mrs Bungo Baggins.” “Not that Belladonna Took ever had any adventures after she became Mrs Bungo Baggins. Bungo, that was Bilbo’s father built the most luxurious hobbit-hole for her,” (Tolkien 3) where Bilbo now lives.
8. Change to third person by replacing “I.” Remove the middle section set off by dashes by adding an ellipsis. Bilbo is a good character at the root; in Tolkien’s words, “I may be a burglar––or so they say: personally I never really felt like one​​––but I am an honest one” (273).
9. Shorten the quote to include only what is needed, change to present tense, and replace unclear pronouns. Bilbo has a very small role in the battle itself: “Actually I may say he put on his ring early in the business and vanished from sight, if not from all danger. A magic ring of that sort is not a complete protection in a goblin charge, nor does it stop flying arrows and wild spears; but it does help in getting out of the way” (283).
Other Tips and Tricks

Transitions (use many!)

Cause and Effect

accordingly

as a result

consequently

hence

it follows, then

since

so

then

therefore

thus
nevertheless

Conclusion

as a result

consequently

hence

in conclusion, then

in short

it follows, then

so

therefore

thus

to sum up

to summarize

Comparison

along the same lines

in the same way

likewise

similarly

similar to

identical to

much like

comparable to

in the same manner

Concession (saying something is true)

admittedly

although it is true that

granted

of course

naturally

to be sure

Contrast

although

but

by / in contrast

conversely

despite the fact that

even though

however

nevertheless

nonetheless

on the contrary

on the other hand

regardless

whereas

while

yet

Example

after all

as an illustration

consider

for example

for instance

specifically

in fact

Addition

also

and

besides

furthermore

in addition

in fact

indeed

moreover

so too

additionally

likewise

along the same lines

Elaboration

actually

by extension

in short 

that is

in other words

to put it another way

to put it bluntly

to put it succinctly

ultimately

Write literature essays in PRESENT TENSE. The text is always happening right now.

Don’t use I, me, my, we, or our. Instead of “we” or “us” write “the reader.”
Novels don’t talk. Neither does an author. 

Never write, “The Hobbit talks a lot about…” or “Tolkien talks about…”

“It talks about…”

expresses, mentions, discusses, refers to, describes, narrates, explains, suggests, conveys

“It shows…”

illustrates, demonstrates, reveals, conveys, proves, clarifies, exemplifies, indicates, implies

