The Title



1) Relates to thesis / Previews the essay



2) Sounds cool



3) Makes reader curious

Often, titling an essay is the most fun part of writing it. “[Insert Book Name Here] Essay” does not qualify. You should never title anything like that ever again in your life. It’s boring! You’re in high school! You rock! Consequently, you need to give your essays rock ‘n’ roll titles.

Examples: Stepping into Scout’s Skin 
 The Illegal Legal System of Maycomb County

A Sampling of Unrelated Titles: The Monstrosity of Authorship in Dracula, Frankenstein and The Confessions 
 Critical Wars: What Samuel Beckett’s Territorial Readers Teach Us About Politics and Discourse 
 Beckett Photographing / Photographing Beckett: The Pseudomorphoses of Samuel Beckett’s Fiction and Criticism 
 Spoken Spaces in Endgame: Nature’s Subjection to the Duality of Words 
 The Veil of Logos in Stephen Dedalus 
 Language as Answer and Question: the Dialogue between the I’s of Beckett and Joyce 
 Confounding Meno: A preface to the Paradox of Inquiry on the Circuitous Nature of Definition


Guide to Title Capitalization

Capitalize…





Don’t Capitalize…

the first word in the title



articles

nouns






conjunctions

adjectives





prepositions

verbs






 “to” in an infinitive verb (to Be)
adverbs





that are 4 letters or less

any other word 5+ letters




(for example: of, from)

(for example: Though or Before)

For Example:

To Kill a Mockingbird







The House on Mango Street

Crime and Punishment









Teach like a Champion




Dreams from My Father

