The Introduction Paragraph

Purpose:

· Engage your reader – hook them!

· Situate your argument in the real world – how does it relate to everyday life? other events? why’s it important?
· State your thesis

Introduction


A. Set the scene (name book, situation)


B. Lead into thesis


C. Thesis statement

WARNING: Do not ask questions of your reader. This is a habit we high school teachers have to break you  of. It makes your essay seem childish in its attempt to so obviously gain the reader’s attention. These types of questions have become stereotypes of simplistic writing. 

Outlawed lines:  “Have you ever wondered . . . ?” “Did you know . . . ?” “Would you ever . . . ?”

Six options for interesting intros

	Option 1: Start with a symbolic image.
      In the hallway at a nearby secondary school, there is a poster. It shows two middle school girls in the background, brunettes with shiny hair and tasteful clothes, whispering to each other, pointing and laughing at a third girl in the foreground. The outcast stands separate from the others, wearing a hot pink and black sweater over which her wavy blonde hair falls. She looks despondent and sad, the victim of gossip. The poster’s hot pink letters, reflecting the colors of the sweater, read, “Gossip is not cool. Before you judge someone, take a walk in their shoes.” The sign clearly asks its school-age viewers to identify with the blonde: she is placed in the foreground, closer to the viewer; the lettering resonates with her clothes, not the brunettes’. As they walk by, students imagine themselves as the outcast, and, for a moment, they feel despondent and sad. The power of photography and design allow passersby to imagine themselves as the girl, to step in her shoes, as the poster suggests. Imagination leads to empathy. It seems the poster must have been designed by Harper Lee herself and the lettering suggested by her character Atticus Finch. In her 1960 novel, unimaginative characters constantly judge one another without considering the other’s point of view; only those characters with strong imaginations can empathize, thereby leading the community into a post-discriminatory America. A motif repeated throughout the novel, “walking around in someone’s shoes,” is used to suggest that empathy can only be achieved with the help of imagination.

	Option 2: Describe a key scene in the novel before revealing it is from the book.

      It’s the first day of school. A little girl, happy to demonstrate her reading skills, is chastised by her teacher for being too advanced. Compared with her lazy classmates, incapable of even imagining a story read to them aloud, she should be the teacher’s pet. Indignant and embarrassed, the girl thinks her day has been ruined. She begs her father to homeschool her. She never wants to see that witch again. But, her father instead teaches her to use her talents of imagination for good: “You never really understand a person,” he says, referring to her teacher, “until you consider things from [her] point of view . . . until you climb into [her] skin and walk around in it” (Lee 33). Such is Atticus Finch’s first lesson to his daughter Scout: use your imagination to help you understand the world; then, you will “get along a lot better with all kinds of folks” (Lee 33). In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee repeats the motif of “walking around in someone’s shoes” or “skin” to suggest that empathy can only be achieved with the help of imagination.


	Option 3: State a difficulty.

     While it has been suggested that it is impossible to be friends with more than 150 people at one time, individuals can identify with an infinite number of people without even knowing them. Even though they are complete strangers, imagining their situation is easy, like a simple game of make-believe. If one’s imagination is strong enough, one can suddenly become another, seeing the world through their eyes. Certainly, this is what literature, movies, poems, and plays provide for us: an opportunity to see the world through someone else’s eyes. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee has her reader see the world through Scout Finch’s eyes. Likewise, throughout the novel, Scout learns to see the world through the eyes of other characters. Only when she imagines she is someone else does Scout truly begin to empathize with her neighbors. Lee repeats the motif of “walking around in someone’s shoes,” a lesson taught by Atticus, to suggest that empathy for strangers can be achieved with the help of imagination.

	Option 4: Begin with a striking quotation. 

      “If you learn a simple trick . . . things will be a whole lot easier for you: you never truly know a person until you take a walk in their skin.” While we’ve all considered walking around in someone’s shoes, at least for a moment seeing the world from their perspective, what is it to walk around not only in removable shoes but in someone’s unchangeable skin? To walk in someone’s skin is much more than a “simple trick.” In fact, it’s a powerful display of the mind, a tour-de-force of the imagination. The simple phrase “climbing into skin” conjures up images in the imagination immediately: flesh unzipping, muscles crawling in, stretching the alien skin over their being like a pair of footy pajamas, and zipping it right back up. The imagination is a powerful tool which Harper Lee uses to its utmost extent in her novel To Kill a Mockingbird. In it, Lee repeats the motif of “walking around in someone’s skin” to suggest that empathy can only be achieved with the help of the all-powerful imagination. 



	Option 5: Connect to the reader.

      Everyone encounters people they do not understand. From crazy next-door neighbors, to strange classmates at school, these people could not seem more different from what one is used to. However, with a simple trick of the imagination, it is possible to see through this difference and empathize with the stranger. Only a person with a powerful imagination can overcome the gap of difference that lies between us to truly empathize with another. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee repeats the motif of “walking around in someone’s shoes” to suggest that empathy can only be achieved with the help of imagination.
	Option 6: State a shocking, controversial, or intriguing opinion.

      There’s no need to talk to everyone you meet. Introverts, rejoice! All you need to understand the feelings and emotions of the masses of people around you is simply a head on your shoulders. Imagination is the ultimate empathetic tool. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee repeats the motif of “walking around in someone’s shoes” to suggest that, in fact, empathy can only be achieved with the help of the imagination.


