The Conclusion Paragraph

Do not use “IN CONCLUSION” or “IN SUMMARY”!
· 1. Review thesis statement and body paragraph evidence without repeating anything word-for-word (1-3 sentences)

· 2. Explain why it’s important that your reader believes your point

· 3. End on a new thought-provoking point or return full-circle to your intro image

Example Paragraph
Step 1. Review your thesis statement and then your body paragraph evidence.


The narrator’s repetition of Atticus’s lesson to put herself in someone else’s shoes helps her more deeply understand and empathize with the world around her. The “trick” helps her on a range of levels, from understanding those she already knows, to strangers she has never met, to the books she and her father read together. 
Step 2. Explain why it’s important that your reader believes your point.



Two options


Step 3. End on a new thought-provoking point or return full-circle to your intro image

This is your chance to make a really broad connection to a bigger, bolder idea that may or may not have evidence to support it.

…A story about the power of imagination leaves the reader feeling just like Scout as she listens to Atticus read to her at the close of the novel: she is whisked away by his tale and, imagining the story, reminds herself that the Grey Ghost was really just a nice man.
Well, if you don’t believe [insert thesis statement], then you’ll just think [some clearly bad alternative].





…Without acknowledging the fact that imagination is crucial to understanding those unlike us, the reader would be left thinking this is just another Civil Rights Era story about how racism is bad. Of course racism is bad; the reader does not need Lee to know that. This story is not about racism; it’s about transporting the reader into the imaginative worlds of the child protagonists, into those worlds where anything is possible––not just equality among races, but also magic and heroism. 











Hey, now that you think [insert thesis statement], you can also think this other super-duper cool thing: [insert a bigger idea that your thesis points to].





…By recognizing the centrality of the imagination in Lee’s novel, the reader’s page-turning experience is validated. After all, if each key character is instructed to “step inside someone’s skin and walk around in it,” the reader should feel that she, too, has accomplished this “simple trick” (Lee 100). She has climbed inside Scout Finch’s skin and seen the world through her eyes. Now, just like Scout, the reader can leave behind the biases of the old South and the biases of simple adulthood, to live in empathy with the strangers around her.











