Common Errors Worksheet
Adjectives

Possessives are adjectives. Follow these rules to create possessive nouns:

· With singular nouns, add an apostrophe and s.

· Girl: girl’s book (the book of the girl)

· Student: student’s ideas (the ideas of the student)

· With plural nouns ending in s, add an apostrophe after the s.

· Girls: girls’ book (the book belonging to the girls or a book for girls in general)

· Students: students’ ideas (ideas of the students)

· With plural nouns not ending in s, add an apostrophe and s.
· Women: women’s books (books of the women)

· Mice: mice’s tails (tails of the mice)

· With singular proper nouns ending in s, add an apostrophe and s.
· Odysseus: Odysseus’s journey

· Robert Gibbs: Robert Gibbs’s humor

Possess it!

Reduce each of the following sentences to fewer words by using the possessive form. Doing so will improve your writing style. Here’s an example:

Original: The comedy routines of the Three Stooges aren’t funny to me.

Revised: The Three Stooges’ comedy routines aren’t funny to me. (That’s a plural proper noun!)

1. The original name of Mel Brooks was Melvin Kaminsky.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The quack of a duck doesn’t echo, and no one knows why.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The placement of the eyes of a donkey in its head enables it to see all four feet at all times.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The original name of Mickey Mouse was Mortimer Mouse.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The real name of Hulk Hogan is Terry Bollea.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. The milk of a camel does not curdle.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. In Fantasia by Disney, the name of the Sorcerer is Yensid, which is Disney backward.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. The urine of a cat glows under a black light.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

9. The favorite hobby of my mother-in-law is playing cards with her computer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Keep the boss of your boss off the back of your boss.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Verbs

Subject-Predicate Agreement

Matching subjects and verbs is a snap with these simple guidelines.

1. A singular subject takes a singular verb. A plural subject takes a plural verb.

· He is probably right. (not He are)

· Lizards make excellent pets. (not Lizards makes)

2. Think of the conjunction and as a plus sign. Whether the parts of the subject joined by and are singular or plural (or both), they all add up to a plural subject and so require a plural verb.

· Anwar and Hosni are going to the movies. (not Anwar and Hosni is)

3. If the subject is made up of two or more nouns or pronouns connected by or, nor, not only, or but also, the verb agrees with the noun closest to the pronoun.

· Neither the contract nor the page proofs are arriving in time to meet the deadline. (not page proofs is)

· Neither the page proofs nor the contract is arriving in time to meet the deadline. (not contract are)

4. Ignore words or phrases that come between the subject and the verb. A phrase or clause that comes between a subject and its verb does not affect subject-verb agreement.

· The purpose of working for several hours is to get fit and buff. (not purpose are)

Take a second to get these rules down pat. Underline the subject in each sentence. Then, circle the correct verb in each sentence. Feel free to look back at the rules you just read.

1. A typical Radio City Music Hall Rockett (is/are) between 5 feet and 5 feet 9 inches tall.

2. An apple or a pear (contains/contain) about 75 calories each.

3. The supply of stupid drivers (increase/increases) during holidays.

4. Residents of our country (spend/spends) more than $31 billion a year on fast food.

5. Bill Cosby’s cartoon characters (includes/include) Fat Albert and Weird Harold.

6. In winter, camels (is/are) able to go without water for eight weeks.

7. Contrary to popular thinking, camels (does/do) not store water in their humps.

8. The average person (breathes/breathe) 7 quarts of air per minute.

9. Camels also (urinates/urinate) very little, compared to other animals of roughly the same size.

10. Every year the Washington Monument (sink/sinks) an average of 6 inches into the ground.

