
3 Kinds of Verbs

Linking Verb 

Sometimes called a “copulative verb” because it links or joins the subject of a sentence with a word or expression that identifies or describes the subject (this is called the subject complement, which is either a predicate noun or a predicate adjective). A linking verb can always be replaced with a form of “be.” You could also think of a linking verb as an equals sign.



Some linking verbs:

is, am, were, was, are, look, remain, seem, become, stay, grown, appear, sound, taste, smell, feel


(  Practice

Write three sentences using a linking verb and 


Write three sentences using a linking verb and 

an adjective as the subject complement.



a noun as the subject complement.

That tastes nasty! (That = nasty)


Socrates is a man. (Socrates = man)
	1. 


	1. 



	2. 
	2. 



	3.
	3. 




Diagramming Sentences with linking verbs










*Note the slanted line after the linking verb. That 








means there is a subject complement.
Action Verb
An action verb tells what someone or something does.
Physical actions (you see/hear/feel it)


Mental actions (you cannot see it happening)
sing, dance, make, do, jump, run



think, suppose, assume, concentrate, believe

(  Practice

Write three sentences using physical action verbs.


Write three sentences using mental action verbs.
Goldfish jump out of their bowls.


I believe in fairies.
	1. 
	1. 



	2. 
	2. 



	3.
	3. 




Action verbs are either transitive, meaning the verb has a direct object, or intransitive, meaning the verb does not have a direct object. You can only tell if a verb is transitive or intransitive when it is used in a sentence.

Transitive Action Verb 
A transitive verb is an action verb that acts on something. Transitive verbs are always followed by a direct object. If you can answer the question “[Insert verb here] what/who?” then it’s a transitive verb.


Some sentences with transitive verbs:
Gentlemen prefer blondes. (Prefer what?)

Vampires bite young things. (Bite what?)

We did the waltz. (Did what?)














*Note the straight line after the transitive verb. That 









means there is a direct object.
(  Diagramming Practice
Diagram two sentences with transitive action verbs and direct objects.
	
	



Intransitive Action Verb 
An intransitive verb is simple. It doesn’t have a direct object that it acts on. It might have an indirect object (“[Insert verb here] to whom?”), prepositional phrase (“[Insert verb here] where/when?”) or adverb (“[Insert verb here] how?”).

Some sentences with intransitive verbs:

I usually sleep through class.

The ninja snuck around. 

Pirates and their parrots always argue. 

(  Diagramming Practice
Diagram two sentences with intransitive action verbs.
	
	



Auxiliary (Helping) Verb
The verb in a sentence may consist of more than one word. The words that accompany the main verb are called auxiliary, or helping, verbs. They help create a more special tense, like future perfect, for instance. Here’s a sentence in future perfect: “I will have finished my homework by the time Glee starts.” The combination of helping verb and main verb is called the verb package.
Some helping verbs:

am, is, are, was, were, being, been


has, have, had


can, could


do, does, did


may, might


shall, should


will, would


must

Some sentences with helping verbs (verb package underlined):
Lil’ Wayne has made a fool of himself again.

If it hadn’t snowed, I would have come to school.

What should we do now?

Auxiliary verbs, cont’d
(  Practice

Write three sentences using auxiliary verbs to create a verb package.



	1.



	2.



	3.





(  Diagramming Practice
Diagram two sentences with auxiliary verbs in the predicate.
	
	


Standard: You will be quizzed on the three boxed verbs: Linking, Action, and Auxiliary.
Honors: You will be quizzed on the three boxed verbs, plus the two underlined: Linking, Action, Transitive, Intransitive, and Auxiliary.
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