Outside Reading Permission Form



            September 27, 2012
A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

Dear Parents,

As we begin writing our own short memoirs, students will be reading a full-length memoir, mostly outside of class, to have a model for how to use literary techniques in creative nonfiction and to have students continue reading during this writing-intensive unit.

Students have the option to read either Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer or A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson. Additionally, students may choose to read both for credit at the same time. 
A Walk in the Woods is not on the county reading list, which is why you are getting this letter. If your student would like to read A Walk in the Woods instead of or in addition to Into Thin Air and you approve of their choice, please sign the form on the back. If your child would like to read only Into Thin Air (this will probably be most students), there’s no need to fill out this form!

If students would like to write in their books, they may purchase a copy of Into Thin Air and/or A Walk in the Woods. The school will also provide as many copies of A Walk in the Woods as possible to students who select the reading and whose parents approve this reading choice, though there are currently many more copies of Into Thin Air available. We plan to start reading the second week of October.

Why offer another reading option? I am offering A Walk in the Woods as an option for students who may have already read the Krakauer or those who find themselves more interested in Bryson’s less tragic storyline about the Appalachian Trail. Ideally, some students in each class will choose to read A Walk in the Woods, which will enrich our class discussions about the craft of the memoirist. Additionally, allowing students a choice of what to read can increase engagement; allowing students to read both memoirs at the same time will double their reading as well as offering them an opportunity to make connections across texts, a key skill in higher-level thinking.
Why offer these two memoirs? Both of these adventure memoirs deal with the same questions: What drives us to try to conquer nature? How does camaraderie develop in the face of danger? What are the effects of commercialization on nature? How does an author’s narrative voice relate to his message? Into Thin Air details the story of Jon Krakauer’s ascent of Mount Everest in 1996 with a guided climbing team; that year the climb was struck by tragedy and nine people died. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson tells the story of trying (and failing) to achieve his goal of hiking the entire Appalachian Trail with the company of an old high school friend. Like Krakauer, he is going on an adventure in order to write about it, and, like Krakauer, he often portrays himself as slightly more competent than his fellow hikers. Lastly, after reading these memoirs, we will start The Hobbit, which, coincidentally, is also about the journey a home- and comfort-loving hero takes into nature. Both A Walk in the Woods and Into Thin Air will prepare students for the adventure-related tropes adopted in The Hobbit.

How do I know A Walk in the Woods is okay for advanced ninth graders? A Walk in the Woods is excerpted in the state-adopted ninth grade literature textbook, so students are already expected to read a portion of the book. Like Into Thin Air, it is an award-winning, best-selling adventure memoir. Keep in mind, both are memoirs written for a wide readership of adults, rather than specifically for young adults, so the themes and material is challenging. Finally, the Lexile score of A Walk in the Woods is high enough so that it will engage our students without seeming too easy or too hard. 

Thank you for supporting a  rigorous and creative education for your child.

Sincerely,

Alexa Garvoille
If interested, sign below and return immediately:
My student would like to read A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson, and I allow this choice.
______________________________________________________________________________

sign










date

· I would like my student to read a school-issued book.

or

· I will order a copy of the book online, on an eReader, or buy it from the bookstore for my student to own and write in if desired.

Questions?

Contact me at agarvoille@ycsd.york.va.us

Please return by the next class session if you would like to read A Walk in the Woods instead of Into Thin Air.
