
Memoir Writing Workshops

These workshops are based on the professional relationship between an author and an editor. Authors and editors work together on writing for newspapers, magazines, stories, blogs, novels, and memoirs.

Core Values

· We focus on the writing, not the writer.

· We share our work boldly. Our classmates will respect us for being confident enough to tell about personal experiences.

· We respond to work boldly. Writers do not want to hear “Good job.” They do not want to hear about typos at this point, either.
· We value work ethic. We craft our writing through many drafts into a final product. We are never satisfied with the first draft.

· The author has the final say. The pencil/pen/marker stays in the author’s hand, not the editor’s.

Workshop Agenda

Before Reading

· Choose one of the rough draft pieces you have written. 

· Read over your own work silently.

· Answer the Pre-Workshop Questions.

Reading

1. Read / Listen.
Read your piece loudly and with expression to your group member(s). You may not read silently. If something doesn’t sound right, pause and fix it on your draft. Editors should listen closely, imagining the scenes. Editors should take notes about phrases that sound good and questions they have.

2. What works. 

Editor tells the author what sentences/phrases they remember clearly. Those are the good parts. “The whole thing” is not an answer. Author underlines the best words, phrases, and sentences. Editor and Author agree all underlined parts should stay in the next draft. Sometimes we will do this step two or three rounds. Focus on the literary techniques we discussed in class.
3. What it’s about.
The editor describes in his own words what the entire piece of writing seems to be focused on. If possible, the editor should describe the deeper meaning he sees in the piece. The author can then reveal what he wanted the main focus to be or the two can brainstorm about how to make the piece more focused.

4. What to add. 

The Editor chooses one or two parts that he wants to know more about, that need an example, some background, or more description. What sounds interesting but wasn’t explained enough? At this point, it’s okay to talk about the experience. Author writes notes in margin and adds to Post-Workshop To Do List.

5. What to cut. 

Editor tells the Author what parts were boring, slow, random, or off topic. Identify the parts that use telling words like “beautiful,” or “awesome.” Editor and Author reread the piece together, looking for what to delete. Cut out the fat! Author crosses out what to delete.

6. Fix it. 

Editor and Author to revise the piece. Look for areas to improve vocabulary, description, transitions, and specificity. Author makes sure all Pre-Workshop Questions were addressed.

After Reading

· Make a To Do List for what you still need to fix, add, take out, or change.

· Revise your piece using the To Do List.

· Type up your next draft.

Requirements for Revisions

Format

MLA format. Applies to all English classes from now on (including in college)!

( Typed in 12-point font, Times New Roman.

( Double-spaced (even the header).

( 1” margins around all edges.

( Header in upper left.

( Title (required). Must be centered, 12-point font, no bold, italics, or underlining.

MLA Header Song:
MLA Header Example:

“My name
Ima D. Writer

Your name
Ms. Teacherlady

Class – colon – Block
Advanced English 9: 2AB
Due date – Month – Year”
7 September 2010
Printing

( Error-free before printing. Run spellcheck, ask a parent or sibling to read, and read it aloud to yourself one last time.

( Printed before class. If you can’t print at home, save your document to a thumb/flash/USB drive to print out at the library.
* If you don’t have computer or printer access, you may handwrite your piece in blue or black ink on lined paper. Only write on every other line. Only write on one side of the paper.

What’s a Revision, anyway?

· Revision = To see again. Look at your writing with new eyes to make it something more than it was.

· A revision is a draft that is significantly different from the first draft. You will have to do new writing for a revision, whether it is a couple sentences or a couple paragraphs.

· A revision is more focused. Any random thoughts have been removed.
· A revision is not just correcting minor errors.
Grading

Your revisions will be graded as a Quiz (30% of grade). Grade is based on:

· How much you changed the piece

· Whether or not you use literary techniques discussed in class (imagery, dialogue, etc.)
· I will give you extensive feedback to help you improve the next draft.
