Imagery


Imagery helps you describe setting, which is ______________ and _______________.

But don’t describe everything. Only describe the details that will enhance the ideas in your story.

Example

	Drowsy, I recline on the terraço of a friend’s villa in Sintra, Portugal. Across the valley is another villa, owned by the Rothschilds, and beyond that, the Atlantic Ocean, currents flowing from the Gulf of Cádiz, azure and hot. I am writing an aerogram, the paper supported by a book, Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair. Beside my lounge an oval table holds a pitcher of ice water. Slices of lemon circle a tray. I place a slice in a goblet, fill it with water, and sip. From the valley rise the spicy scents of eucalyptus and olive, lupine and poppy. Cerise bougainvillea etches whitewashed walls. I drift in sun, in shade from cork trees, sun and shade, pages of the book and the aerogram fluttering against my fingertips.




Read the passage five times. Each time, look for a different sense used in the imagery, starting with taste.

1. taste
2. smell
3. hear

4. touch
5. see
Honors: Slanted Imagery

definition: the use of external description, imagery, to mirror the internal emotions of the narrator. 

Example Revision #1

	1.     I was born in Washington, D.C., where my father worked for the government. Before I was old enough to start school, I wandered around the cemetery across from my house in my favorite red shoes. Most of the other kids, like my sister, were in school. Lonely, I spent a lot of time by myself.
	 2.    Mornings, after my sister leaves for school, I wander past the wrought-iron gate into the cemetery across from my house on Southern Avenue in Washington, D.C. Tombstones, gray and cracked with age, resemble the teeth in my grandmother’s mouth. Fallen leaves smell of dust, only a hint of air breathing across autumn. No one passes as I sit beneath a maple, the ground chilly and damp. My red shoes, like a beacon, like an emergency light on a police car, are the brightest splotch of color. But no one sees.


1. Circle the all the lonely and sad words in box 2.

2. Underline how the author hints at the fact that the red shoes are her favorite.

3. Which other words or phrases stand out to you as being full of emotion?

Example Revision #2

	1.     Portugal is beautiful. The weather is warm; the days are sunny. Every afternoon I sit outside reading or writing letters, with the ocean in the distance. The air smells fresh and sweet. Sometimes, I feel as if I could fall asleep outside in the warm air. I never want to leave. It’s so vast and beautiful that I hope this moment lasts forever, that it never ends.
	2.     Drowsy, I recline on the terraço of a friend’s villa in Sintra, Portugal. Across the valley is another villa, owned by the Rothschilds, and beyond that, the Atlantic Ocean, currents flowing from the Gulf of Cádiz, azure and hot. I am writing an aerogram, the paper supported by a book, Graham Greene’s The End of the Affair. Beside my lounge an oval table holds a pitcher of ice water. Slices of lemon circle a tray. I place a slice in a goblet, fill it with water, and sip. From the valley rise the spicy scents of eucalyptus and olive, lupine and poppy. Cerise bougainvillea etches whitewashed walls. I drift in sun, in shade from cork trees, sun and shade, pages of the book and the aerogram fluttering against my fingertips.


1. What is the main idea the author is trying to get across in box 1?

2. Circle the words the author uses to get that idea across in box 2.

Adapted from Silverman, Sue William. Fearless Confessions: A Writer’s Guide to Memoir. Athens, GA: The University of Georgia Press, 2009. Print. pp. 13-15.




Setting





	


Im-a-gery, Im-a-gery:





	________________, _________________, _________________, _________________, ________________








When you use _________________________________________________________________________,





	my _________________ ______________________________ you must please!








