Poetry Key Terms (to memorize!)

	Speaker: the narrator of the poem, sometimes a specific character. The speaker is not necessarily the poet.

	Tone: the speaker’s attitude toward the subject. TONE = IMAGERY + DICTION + SYNTAX

	Connotation: the unspoken ideas and emotional connections that a word suggests (bony vs. slender)

	Denotation: dictionary definition of a word (thin)

	Alliteration



	Assonance



	Consonance



	Diction: word choice



	Line



	Stanza



	Couplet



	Quatrain



	Rhyme Scheme



	Enjambment




	Scansion


	Meter



	Free Verse



	Blank Verse




	Personification



	Paradox



	Imagery: description that appeals to the five senses (“imagery, imagery, taste, touch, hear, smell, see – when you use description, my five senses you must please”)


The Example Poem

A Slumber Did My Spirit Seal








A slumber did my spirit seal;


     I had no human fears;


She seemed a thing that could not feel


     The touch of earthly years.





No motion has she now, no force;


     She neither hears nor sees;


Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course,


     With rocks, and stones, and trees.





William Wordsworth (1770-1850)








