Tone

Loaded Diction: Using connotation to create an effect
Denotation: the literal definition of a word.

Connotation: the images, allusions, and feelings associated with a word. 

Directions: Read each list of words below. Each word has a different connotation, but has the same general denotation. Decide what the general denotation (dictionary definition) is for each group. Write your answer on the line provided. Then, number the words in each group from most positive connotation to most negative connotation (emotional impact).

	Example:
3. thin
4. bony
1. slim
5. skeletal
2. slender

____thin____ (general denotation) 
	___ imprison
___ relocate
___ incarcerate
___ intern
___ evacuate
___ detain
___ lock up
___ confine

____________ (general denotation)

	___ uprising
___ riot
___ demonstration
___ unlawful gathering 
___ protest 
___ disturbance 

____________ (general denotation)
	___ defeat
___ swamp
___ edge out
___ beat
___ overrun 

____________ (general denotation)

	___ vain
___ conceited
___ self confident
___ cocky
___ arrogant 

____________ (general denotation)
	___ economical
___ stingy
___ cheap
___ thrifty
___ frugal
____________ (general denotation)


In your group think of several other pairs or sets of words that have the same denotation, but different connotations:

Uprising in Egypt: As well as adding emotion to poetry, diction can affect the neutrality of news coverage. Fill in the blanks with synonyms with all positive connotation (all 1s) or all negative connotation (all 5s).

A group of ______________________ and ______________________ Egyptians gathered in Tahrir Square




proud


thin
to participate in a ___________________________ against their government. Chants filled the air,





protest

as did the messages on their _____________________ homemade signs. After a day of unrest, many of the 





       inexpensive

______________________ were _____________________, their efforts __________________ by the police.


     protesters 


     imprisoned



   defeated




	TONE CHART
	Examples from the poem
	Connotation (associations)

	Diction
	“icebox”

“probably”

“Forgive”

“delicious”

“so”
	Old-fashioned, cold, trapped?

How probably? He probably knew.

Mercy, “forgive me, father for I have sinned”

Really good, Strong “sh” sound is juicy

Repeated to rub in how good they were

	Imagery
	Sweet

Icebox, Cold


	Enjoyable, maybe a little luxurious

Refreshing; a cold thing to do, eating those plums?

	Syntax
	No punctuation

Middle stanza is like a parentheses

Forgive me is a command
	Hurried, trying to get it all out at once, casual as if it’s “no big deal”

Brushes off the fact that the plums were important

He doesn’t actually apologize

	The speaker’s __________delighted________________ tone implies that _______he wasn’t really sorry he ate the plums________.







This Is Just to Say





I have eaten�the plums�that were in�the icebox





and which�you were probably�saving�for breakfast





Forgive me�they were delicious�so sweet�and so cold





- William Carlos Williams








