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Literature Reviews 

(writing about research)
When writing about literary criticism always use _____________________________ tense.

When writing about the literature itself always use ___________________________ tense.


Words to use in your reception section

COMPLIMENTED

SAID


CRITICIZED

PRAISED


NOTED

COMPLAINED





EXPLAINED







WROTE









ADDED





CALLED it a





COMMENTED





AGREED





DISAGREED

Reception
1. Intro sentence

Example: The Lightning Thief received mostly positive reviews. 

2. Deliver opinions

Options listed here are starting points. You may come up with your own sentence structures.
X said, “------.“ (Name 1) However, “-----negative comment to create balance----.” 

X also criticized the novel as being “----negative comment----“. (Name 2)

X praised Book as “---phrase---.” (Name 3)

X complimented the author’s use of “----phrase----“. (Name 4)

X called it “-----” and added that it was “--------“. (Name 5)

The reviews, however, were not all positive. Nameofjournal added, “----negative comment---.” (Name 6)

 
For examples of other sections, like Style, Publication history, or Themes, look at the Durham School of the Arts YA Project Page. Under Resources for Students, click Good article examples.
Other sentence patterns

- A number of critics suggested that ____________.

- In discussions of The Novel, one controversial issue has been ___________. On the one hand, ____________ argued ____________. On the other hand, ___________ contended ____________. Others even maintain ___________________.

- X acknowledged that ________.

- X agreed that _________.

- X argued that _________.

- X believed that __________.

- X claimed that _________.

- X conceded that _________.

- X deplored the tendency to _______.

- X celebrated the fact that ______.

- X emphasized that ________.

- X insisted that ________.

- X observed that _________.

- X questioned whether _________.

- X refuted the claim that _________.

- X reported that _______.

- X suggested that ______.

- X urged readers to ________.

- X stated, “_______.”

- As the critic X put it, “______.”

- According to X, “________.”

- X wrote, “____________.”

- The author herself said, “________.”

- In his article, ________, X maintained that, “_______.”

- Writing in the journal ______, X complained that, “_________.”

- In X’s view, “ _________.”

- X agrees when she wrote, “_______.”

- X disagrees when she wrote, “________.”

- X complicated matters further when she wrote, “________.”

- X’s point is that ________.

- The essence of X’s critique is that _________.

	Example quotations: Crazy Girl Crush by Roberta Fairfax

Themes

“addresses issues of body image and repressed sexuality”

“This story about the fate of our dreams for the perfect heteronormative lifestyle fails in the extreme.”

“tells the story of coming to terms with your own hormones.”

Reception

“moving coming-of-age novel”

“it must have been written by Fairfax’s dog, the prose is so sloppy. No offense to Buttons.”

“shallow stereotypes of females”

“hollow plotlines”

“Despite its reliance on the outdated theory that women are hysterical in their emotions, the novel will hit home with teens looking for a fun read.”

“a slap in the fact to feminist theory”


What to do now 

due Friday

1. Do the warm-up.

2. Type up your evidence in GoogleDocs. Put each piece of evidence on a different line. Make sure you put quotes around the phrases you took directly from the article. Put your name and card # in parentheses after the evidence.

3. Split the evidence up into ==section headings==: Reception, Major themes, Style, etc.

4. Organize the evidence in each section.

5. Write the evidence into complete sentences using the words and syntax provided above.

6. Copy and paste onto your User subpage. If in a group, decide who will post which section (you should divide up the sections equally). If you don’t have a user subpage, follow the instructions on the powerpoint posted on Garvoille.wordpress.com

7. Add this to the bottom of your User subpage:

==Notes==

{{reflist}}

8. Replace each parentheses with your name and card #. Here’s what you do:

a. In the edit screen, delete your name and card number.

b. Click the icon with the book and the bookmark

c. In another window, go to the User:Roseclearfield /

Durham School of the Arts YA Project Page
d. Go to Resources for Students
e. Next to Citation made easy, click Citation templates
f. Scroll down until you find the correct source listed on the left (book, newspaper, journal, etc.)

g. Highlight and copy the text in the Common usage box.

h. Paste it into the bar the popped up in your edit screen.

i. Fill in all the spaces provided with your citation info. Capitalize everything correctly!

9. Save your page!

10. If it’s not already on Wikipedia, post it to Wikipedia!
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