Waiting for Godot Act I Viewing Guide 





Name:

play by Samuel Beckett







Period:

Prewriting

What statement does Steinbeck make about brotherhood through Of Mice and Men? Consider both Lennie’s death and the last line of the novel in your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Clip 1: Didi and Gogo (0:00 - 15:27 “Would you like to finish it?”)
	What I Saw…
	What I Heard…
	What I Thought…

	How do the visuals go along with the meaning of the play?

images, facial expressions, physical movements, props, lighting, camera movements?
	What are the most powerful lines?

words or phrases, sound effects, vocal inflection, music?

	Connections to Of Mice and Men?

What opinions are you forming?

What questions do you have?



	Visual Notes:

	Sound Notes:
	Connections:



	Questions for this portion of the film:
1. We get many hints about Estragon’s past. What do we know has happened to him?

2. “One of the thieves was saved; it’s a reasonable percentage,” is an allusion. To what?
3. “Shall I tell it to you? It’ll pass the time.” How does this connect to Of Mice and Men?
4. How does Vladimir and Estragon’s bickering remind you of conversations you have heard in your own life? Give a specific example.

5. How are the characters presented as laughable? How are they presented as sympathetic?




Clip 2: Pozzo and Lucky (15:28 - 54:02 “Adieu”)
	What I Saw…
	What I Heard…
	What I Thought…

	images, facial expressions, physical movements, props, lighting, camera movements?
	words or phrases, sound effects, vocal inflection, music?
	Connections to OMM?
What opinions are you forming?

What questions do you have?



	Visual Notes:
	Sound Notes:
	Connections:



	Questions for this portion of the film:

1. “Remark that I might just as well have been in his shoes as he in mine had chance not willed otherwise,” Pozzo says.

What are Pozzo’s plans for Lucky?
2. What does Pozzo seem to value most? What proves that?

3. What does Lucky call his dance?

4. Listen closely to the beginning of Lucky’s thinking. What is our personal God like?

5. How is Lucky like Candy’s dog?




Clip 3: The Boy (54:03 - 59:45 “You did see us, didn’t you?”)
	What I Saw…
	What I Heard…
	What I Thought…

	images, facial expressions, physical movements, props, lighting, camera movements?
	words or phrases, sound effects, vocal inflection, music?
	What themes are emerging?

What opinions are you forming?

What questions do you have?



	Visual Notes:
	Sound Notes:
	Connections:



	Questions for this portion of the film:

1. What news does the boy bring?
2. What does the boy’s brother do? What does this remind you of?



Clip 4: Night (59:46 - 1:03:22 “Yes, let’s go.”)
	What I Saw…
	What I Heard…
	What I Thought…

	images, facial expressions, physical movements, props, lighting, camera movements?
	words or phrases, sound effects, vocal inflection, music?
	What themes are emerging?

What opinions are you forming?

What questions do you have?



	Visual Notes:
	Sound Notes:
	Connections:



	Questions for this portion of the film:

1. “You remember the day I threw meself into the Rhône? You fished me out.” What does this remind you of in OMM?

2. “Stay with me.” “I’ll never leave you.” “You let me go.” What does this remind you of in OMM? What are Beckett and Steinbeck telling us about companionship that we have these discussions?
3. “We can still part.” “No.”  Why do they decide to stay together?

4. “Yes, let’s go.” And then what happens?



