Of Mice and Men Honors Project
A Comparison Essay Between Of Mice and Men and Waiting for Godot

Final due date: Monday, February 27, 2012
Suggested length: 2-3 pages
Assignment: Write a well-organized essay proving an original thesis comparing one aspect of Steinbeck’s novel with Beckett’s play. 

Questions to consider: How are these pieces of art connected even though they were written twenty years apart and on different continents? How does one illuminate your thinking about the other? What do the two similar sets of characters tell us about human nature in general? Remember, your thesis has to be an argument, not a statement of facts. Simply stating a similarity or difference is not enough: you need to make an argument about why the similarity exists or what bigger idea the similarity proves.

Examples of singular aspects to compare:

· nature imagery

· humor

· accordance with Aristotle’s definition of tragedy

· relationship of protagonists

· connections to Cain and Abel

· anything else you can think of -- the more specific the better!

Your essay must have a clear thesis that follows DADS (debatable, analytical, defensible, specific). 

Other requirements:

· Before beginning to write your essay, you need to have your thesis approved (you can do this over email or in person)

· MLA format (1” margins, Times New Roman, 12-point, proper heading, your name and page number in upper-right header, Works Cited page)
· Write in third person, present tense
· Introduction and conclusion paragraph that follow the formats discussed in To Kill a Mockingbird essay (thesis appears at end of intro and in the first line of the conclusion)

· Each body paragraph has a topic sentence clearly connected to the thesis and a separate conclusion/transition sentence
· Consistent use of evidence from both the novel and the play -- minimum two citations per paragraph

· Recommended between two and five body paragraphs
· A creative title clearly connected to the thesis

· Evidence of drafting (hand in your notes, your jottings, your printed and edited drafts)

· Original, passionate, outside-the-box thought
Note: It is acceptable to use lighting, blocking, set design, actor delivery, or film editing as evidence, so long as you specifically describe its affect. You can rewatch Waiting for Godot on YouTube by searching for Waiting for Godot Beckett on Film. Look for the video in 13 parts.

