Character Analysis

Choose a paragraph topic and copy it onto your own paper, filling in the blanks with evidence and your own ideas.
1. Lennie


The reader can tell Lennie is motivated by ________________. For instance, when ____________, Lennie’s description as “___________________” shows he is motivated by _____ (Steinbeck ___) since _________________________. Likewise, his own remark, “_____________” shows how ___________ motivates him (Steinbeck ___). Specifically, the word/phrase “________________” suggests __________ because _________________. Additionally, his actions prove his motivations: Lennie ________________, which shows that __________. Even at first glance, it is clear that Lennie’s motivation is rooted in _________.

2. George


The reader can tell George is motivated by __________________. For instance, when __________, George’s description as “__________” shows he is motivated by _____ (Steinbeck ___) since ______________. Likewise, his own remark, “_____________” shows how _____________ motivates him (Steinbeck ___). Specifically, the word/phrase “_________________” suggests _______________ because ___________________. Additionally, his actions prove his motivations: George ________________, which shows that ___________. Even at first glance, it is clear that George’s motivation is rooted in ___________.

3. Description


The narrator uses paragraphs of detailed description to ______________. For instance, in the sentence, “______________,” the word/phrase “_____________” suggests/is used to ________________ (Steinbeck ___). Likewise, later on in the chapter when _______________, description is again used to ___________________. The phrase “_______________” implies ______________ because ___________ (Steinbeck ___). Finally, the description at the end of Chapter 1 reads, “________________” (Steinbeck ___). Steinbeck uses the word/phrase “____________” to __________________ since _____________. While the description seems to stand out, actually it serves a purpose: to _____________.

The reader can tell Lennie is motivated by his fear of George. For instance, when George has ranted against the bus driver, Lennie’s description as “look[ing] timidly over to [George]” shows he is motivated by the fear of George (Steinbeck 4), since only someone who is afraid would look “timidly” at a man after listening to an angry outrage, perhaps worried that the anger will soon be turned on him. Likewise, his own remark, “I tried not to forget. Honest to God I did, George,” shows how this fear motivates him (Steinbeck 4). Specifically, the phrase “Honest to God” suggests Lennie may be afraid of George because using such powerful terms would only be a last resort, a final plea for someone trying to avoid conflict. Additionally, his actions prove his motivations: Lennie tries to hide his mouse from George and lie about it twice, which shows that he fears the verbal punishment George will inflict after discovering it. Even at first glance, it is clear that Lennie’s motivation is rooted in the fear of his friend and caretaker George Milton.
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