If working in a group:

Discuss the first half of the book by answering these questions aloud. Cite the text as frequently as possible. Choose one group member to take detailed notes on your conversation on notebook paper.
a. Setting (time, place, mood)

b. Plot: what events have happened prior to the start of the novel? What events have happened thus far?
c. Characters:  what are your initial impressions?  Does the narrator seem reliable (trustworthy)?

d. Style:  What observations can you make about the way the book is written?  Why did the author choose that style?  What does it add / change?
e. What is your favorite passage? Why?
f. What is the central question your book is trying to answer? 

g. What repeated motifs are emerging? Name at least two or three, give examples from the text. What ideas do each of these motifs highlight?

h. What is one theme the novel has taught the reader or the protagonist so far?

i. What issues in your life also appear in the novel?

j. Any other difficulties or confusions?

If working alone: 

Answer at least five of the above questions. Your answer to each question should be in paragraph form for a total of five paragraphs. Honors must answer d., g., and h. but may choose any two other questions to add up to five.
