Dialogue George
“’You’re a lot of trouble. . . I could get along so easy if I didn’t have you on my tail’” (7).

“’No, you stay with me. Your Aunt Clara wouldn’t like you running off by yourself’” (13).

“’We got a future’” (14).

“’If you jus’ happen to get in trouble. . . . I want you to come right here an’ hide in the brush’” (15).

“’It ain’t your fault . . . You don’t need to be scairt no more. You done jus’ what I tol’ you to. Maybe you better go in the wash room an’ clean up your face’” (65).

“’Know what I think?’ George did not answer. ‘Well, I think Curley’s married . . . . a tart.’

‘He ain’t the first,’ said George. ‘There’s plenty done that’” (31).

“’[Lennie] ain’t no cuckoo . . . He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’t crazy’” (43).

“’I ain’t got no people,’ George said. ‘I see then guys that go around on the ranches alone. That ain’t no good. They don’t have no fun. After a long time they get mean. They get wantin’ to fight all the time’” (45).
“George sighed. ‘You give me a good whore house every time,’ he said. ‘A guy can go in an’ get drunk and get ever’thing outa his system all at once, an’ no messes. And he knows how much it’s gonna set him back. These here jail baits [meaning Curley’s wife] is just set on the trigger of the hoosegow [hoosegow = jail]’” (61).

When Candy hears about Lennie and George’s dream farm, he says that he doesn’t need to know where it is because it “‘[m]ight be any place.’

‘Sure,’ said George. ‘That’s right. You couldn’t find it in a hundred years’” (65).
LennieDialogue
“’I tried not to forget. Honest I did’” (4).

“’If you don’t want me, you only jus’ got to say so, and I’ll go off in those hills right there . . . and live by myself’” (13).

“I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you’” (14).

“’An life off the fatta the land. An’ have rabbits’” (14).

“ ‘ . . . ‘if the son-of-a-b socks you--let ‘im have it.”

“Let ‘im have what, George?” (30)

“I don’ like this place, George. This ain’t no good place. I wanna get outa here” (32).

“’Jesus, what a tramp,’ [George] said. ‘So that’s what Curley picks for a wife.’

‘She’s purty,’ said Lennie defensively’” (35).

When Lennie hears about Slim’s puppies, he says, “’You ask him right away, George, so he won’t kill no more of ‘em’” (40).

When George explains that Lennie could feed the rabbits on their dream farm, Lennie says, “Damn right, I could. . . . You God damn right I could” (62).

“’You jus’ let [the cats] try to get the rabbits. I’ll break their God damn necks. I’ll . . . . I’ll smash ‘em with a stick.’ He subsided, grumbling to himself, threatening the future cats which might dare to disturb the future rabbits” (64).

Slim

Dialogue

“’Ain’t many guys travel around together,’ he mused. ‘I don’t know wy. Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world is scared of each other’” (38).

“’He ain’t mean,’ said Slim. ‘I can see Lennie ain’t a bit mean’” (45). “’He ain’t mean,’ said Slim. ‘I can tell a mean guy a mile off’” (46).

“’Carl’s right, Candy. That dog ain’t no good to himself. I wisht somebody’d shoot me if I get old an’ a cripple’” (50).

Candy

Dialogue

About his dog: “Well---hell! I had him so long. Had him since he was a pup. I herded sheet with him.” He said proudly, “You wouldn’t think it to look at him now, but he was the best damn sheep dog I ever seen” (49).

“’No,’ he said softly, ‘No, I couldn’t [shoot him]. I had ‘im too long’” (49). “I’m so used to him . . . I had him from a pup” (50).

“I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog” (67).

Candy tells George about when the men went into town drunk to celebrate on Christmas. He says he didn’t go because “I ain’t go the poop [the energy] no more” (22).

Carlson

Dialogue

“’I’m George Milton. This here’s Lennie Small.’

‘Glad ta meet ya,’ Carlson said again. ‘He ain’t very small.’ He chuckled softly at his joke. ‘Ain’t small at all,’ he repeated” (39).

“Well, looka here, Slim. I been think’. That dog of Candy’s is so God damn old he can’t hardly walk. Stinks like hell, too. Ever’ time he comes into the bunk house I can smell him for two, three days. Why’n’t you get Candy to shoot his old dog and give him one of the pups to raise up? I can smell that dog a mile away” (39).

“’Jesus, how that n* [Crooks] can pitch shoes. . . . He don’t give nobody else a chance to win---‘” (48)

“God awmighty, that dog stinks. Get him outa here, Candy! I don’t know nothing that stinks as bad as an old dog. You gotta get him out” (48).

ActionGeorge
When he tells the story of their dream farm, “George [sits] entranced with his own picture” (64).

Plays solitaire

Told Lennie to jump in the river, knowing he couldn’t swim.  Then felt sorry for it.

Compliments Lennie: “[H]e’s sure a hell of a good worker. Strong as a bull” (22).

Tells Lennie to hit Curley, even though Lennie doesn’t want to. 

Tells Lennie the story about their dream life with great emotion.

Doesn’t have a wife or girlfriend.

When Candy’s dog is about to be shot by Carlson, George offers to play euchre with Whit, “but George did not shuffle the cards. He rippled the edge of the deck nervously, and the little snapping noise drew the eyes of all the men in the room, so that he stopped doing it” (54).

Lennie Action

“Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly. He pushed himself back, drew up his knees, embraced them, looked over to George to see whether he had it just right. He pulled his hat down a little more over his eyes, the way George’s hat was” (4).

Lennie panics easily, holding onto things when he should let go.

Lennie thanked George for pulling him out of the water when George was the one who had asked him to jump in.

When Curley hits him, Lennie “cover[s] his face with his huge paws and bleat[s] with terror” (69).

“But Lennie watched in terror the flopping little man [Curley] whom he held” (70). Later Lennie says, “I didn’t wanta. . . . I didn’t wanta hurt him” (70).

SlimAction

“Slim looked approvingly at George for having given the compliment [to Lennie]” (38).

“Slim stood up slowly and with dignity.” Then, he invites George and Lennie to get lunch at the farm “while they’s still something to eat” (40).

Slim gives Lennie a puppy.

When Curley attacks Lennie, Slim “jump[s] up” (69) and starts off to fight with Curley himself.

When George is talking to Slim, George’s “voice [takes] on the tone of confession” (44).

Slim has to drown four of his dog’s puppies because “[s]he couldn’t feed that many.”

“George fell silent. He wanted to talk. Slim neither encouraged nor discouraged him. He just sat back quiet and receptive” (44).

As soon as the fight between Lennie and Curley is over, Slim orders Carlson to hitch up the wagon to take Curley to the doctor. He then turns to Lennie to tell him it’s not Lennie’s fault. Finally, he gets a cup of water for Curley and “[holds] it to Curley’s lips” (70).

CarlsonAction

Carlson points with his toe to where he would shoot Candy’s dog in the head (50).

“During the conversation [about the magazine] Carlson had refused to be drawn in. He continued to look down at the old dog” (52).

After Candy asks that Carlson “wait till tomorra” to shoot the dog, Carlson “went to his bunk, pulled his bag from underneath it and took out a Luger pistol.” Then, he “put the pistol in his hip pocket” (52) and led the dog out.

CandyAction

When Carlson suggests Candy shoot his dog, Candy “squirm[s] uncomfortably” (49).

When Carlson offers to shoot the dog for Candy, “Candy threw his legs off his bunk. He scratched the white stubble whiskers on his cheek nervously” (49).

When Candy hears the “shot [sound] in the distance, “[for] a moment he continued to stare at the ceiling. Then he rolled slowly over and faced the wall and lay silent” (54).

Candy offers his $350 to help George and Lennie buy a plot of land, so long as he can live with them and help out around the house.

George Description

“small and quick . . . with restless eyes” (2)

“dark of face” (2)

“sharp, strong features. Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, slender 
arms, a thin and bony nose” (2)

“The rims of his eyes were red with sun glare” (4).

Before telling the story of their dream life: “George’s voice became deeper. He repeated his words rhythmically as though he had said them many times before” (13). “His voice  was growing warmer” (57).

LennieDescription

“He ain’t mean. I can see 

“a huge man . . . with wide, sloping shoulders” (2)

“shapeless of face”

“large, pale eyes”

SlimDescription

“[H]e moved with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He was  . . . the prince of the ranch” (37).

“There was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so profound that all talk stopped when he spoke. His authority was so great that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love” (37).

“His ear heard more than was said to him, and his slow speech had overtones not of thought, but of understanding beyond thought” (37).

“His hands, large and lean, were as delicate in their action as those of a temple dancer” (37).

“His voice was very gentle. . . . His tone was friendly. It invited confidence without demanding it” (38).

“calm, God-like eyes fastened on [George]” (44).

CarlsonDescription

“powerful, big-stomached man”

“thick-bodied” (48)

CandyDescription

“tall, stoop-shouldered old man” (20)

“He pointed with his right arm, and out of the sleeve came a round stick-like wrist, but no hand” (20).

has “whiskers” (21)

