Using Quotes in an English Essay

Rules and Practice: Fix these examples by rewriting them in the spaces below.

Rule 1: Cite the page number. Write the author name space page number in parentheses right after the end quote. If it’s at the end of the sentence, right before the period. You should never state the page number in the body of your sentence.

1. On page 131, Jem suggests that Scout is not “bein’ a girl” enough for his tastes.

2. “Why can’t I mash him?” (44) Scout asks her brother.

3. The climax occurs on page 300, when Scout and Jem are “followed” by Bob Ewell (Harper Lee).

Rule 2: Incorporate the quote into your own sentence.

4. “I ain’t cynical, Miss Alexandra. Tellin’ the truth’s not cynical, is it?” –Dill  “The way you tell it, it is.” – Aunt Alexandra (Lee 244).

5. The narrator’s first description of Boo is through Jem, who can’t be trusted. “Jem gave a reasonable description of Boo” (Lee 320).

6. “To the left of the brown door was a long shuttered window. I walked to it, stood in front of it, and turned around” (Lee 320). Jean Louise narrates this.

Rule 3: Use only the part of the quote you need. Add or change words within the quote by putting your changes in brackets. Take out parts of the middle of the quote using an ellipsis. An ellipsis is space-period-space-period-space-period-space. NOT period-period-period. ( . . . )
7. Take out the first sentence, replacing “it” in the second sentence with “the window.” “To the left of the brown door was a long shuttered window,” Scout describes. “I walked to it, stood in front of it, and turned around” (Lee 320).

8. Change to present tense, third person. Capitalize the first letter of the sentence. “in my mind, the night faded,” (Lee 320) as Scout begins to imagine the world through Boo Radley’s eyes.

9. Shorten the sentence by changing the quote to present tense, third person. Though it is true Scout grows closer to him, which she proves when she says, “I was beginning to learn his body English,” (Lee 319), their relationship is hardly close.

Other Tips and Tricks

Transitions (use many!)

Cause and Effect

accordingly

as a result

consequently

hence

it follows, then

since

so

then

therefore

thus
Conclusion

as a result

consequently

hence

in conclusion, then

in short

it follows, then

so

therefore

thus

to sum up

to summarize

Comparison

along the same lines

in the same way

likewise

similarly

Contrast

although

but

by / in contrast

conversely

despite the fact that

even though

however

nevertheless

nonetheless

on the contrary

on the other hand

regardless

whereas

while

yet

Addition

also

and

besides

furthermore

in addition

in fact

indeed

moreover

so too

Concession (saying something is true)

admittedly

although it is true that

granted

of course

naturally

to be sure

Example

after all

as an illustration

consider

for example

for instance

specifically

Elaboration

actually

by extension

in short 

that is

in other words

to put it another way

to put it bluntly

to put it succinctly

ultimately

Write literature essays in PRESENT TENSE. The text is always happening right now.

Don’t use I, me, my, we, or our. Instead of “we” or “us” write “the reader.”
Novels don’t talk. Neither does an author. 

Never write, “To Kill a Mockingbird talks a lot about…” or “Harper Lee talks about…”

“It talks about…”

expresses, mentions, discusses, refers to, describes, narrates, explains, suggests, conveys

“It shows…”

illustrates, demonstrates, reveals, conveys, proves, clarifies, exemplifies, indicates, implies

