“Not To Be”

Eliminating To Be Verbs in Writing
1. List all of the forms of “to be” you know:
	


These words are lazy bums!

To be verbs can often be replaced by much stronger, more suggestive diction: action words.

A Few Scenarios

Passive Voice You use a to be verb even when you know who is doing the action. 

Hint: the word BY is used. Fill in the chart below using active voice.

What to do: Flip the order of the sentence and change the verb to one word.
                                 Passive Voice





Active Voice

	The hamburger was eaten by me.
	I ate the hamburger



	My love life was ruined by my dad.


	

	My mind is filled with excitement.


	


       Linking Verbs You describe a person, place, thing, or idea by telling instead of showing.

        What to do: Reword the sentence to create action or replace the “to be” verb with a more exciting 
linking verb. (See list below.)

	The stage is set up to look like an old church.


	

	There’s a silent wave across the room.


	


	stood,    resembled,    remained,    held my ground,    towered,    lingered,    clung,    stayed,    spread,    felt,    seemed,            

draped,  dangled,       rested,          looked like,             grew,          neared,       entered into,          progressed,      waxed

and many more!


Past Progressive Tense When you use the phrase “was -----ing” or “were -----ing,” you’re using the past progressive tense. It is supposed to be used for describing actions that happened in the past that are interrupted. 

Correct: “I was sleeping when my dog jumped on me.”

Incorrect: “I was sleeping and my dog was jumping on me.”

What to do: In most cases, you should turn “was ------ing” into simple past tense.

	They were holding the play in the auditorium.


	They held the play in the auditorium.

	I was hating my mom back then.


	

	She was yelling at me to stop.

	


