	The “One Pager”

After reading the story of your choice, create the following on a sheet of paper. 

1.  the title of the short story and the author’s name

Remember that titles of short stories are surrounded by quotation marks.

Remember to capitalize the name of the short story and the author’s name correctly.

2.  two or more words or phrases that foreshadow what happens at the climax of the story. Put quotation marks around these words or phrases.

3.  a theme statement

Remember that a theme statement is a complete sentence that states the lesson or message that the story sends.  It is a general statement that is true in the story and true in life for most people.   This sentence does not mention specific characters or plot events, and it should not be cliché (such as “Don’t judge a book by its cover”).   

4.  a visual element about symbol

We’ve discussed intended symbols and what they represent (the weather in “Storm Warnings,” the moth, etc.).  Now you will take an object in the story that is not necessarily intended to be symbolic and turn it into a symbol.  Think about the qualities you could give to it, the way you could draw it that would relate to the story beyond the level of plot. Explain how you have made your visual element symbolic on the front or the back of your paper.

5.  one body paragraph in which you discuss an observation about character

You can write it on the front or the back of your paper.  Your paragraph should include a topic sentence with an opinion or assertion to “prove,” several pieces of support from the story (three?) to support your assertion, elaboration that explains how your support sentences back up your assertion, and a conclusion sentence that discusses the significance of the point you have “proven.”  Write in complete sentences.  At least two of the three support pieces should include phrases quoted directly from the story.
6.  Comment on any irony (situational, dramatic, or verbal) in the story, in either written or visual form.


	Planning

sketch of paper

Body Paragraph

Use L9 to select a character trait or use your own observations

Topic sentence: ______________________________________

Support                                         Elaboration
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Conclusion sentence: Why is it important that we understand this point about the character? ______________________________

___________________________________________________


