Station #6
The Island Archetype
An archetype is a pattern that occurs in stories all over the world, at many times in history. Later in the year, for instance, we will study the hero’s journey archetype.

The island setting is often used in literature to explore the qualities of humanity and to bring about the “spiritual, emotional, or psychological transformation of a character.” Think about the movie Cast Away, the TV shows Survivor and Lost, or the books Lord of the Flies and Swiss Family Robinson.

Federenko outlines the steps of the story like this:

“removal to a remote island;

“awakening to and taking stock of strange surroundings;

“initial setbacks followed by increasing adaptation; spiritual, emotional, or psychological growth due specifically to island experiences;

“a climactic event which challenges growing feelings of wholeness; 

“escape and return to the home society in a much-altered state.”

Discuss how Rainford fits each step of this archetype. Then create a psychological drawing of Rainsford before and after his experience on the island on the back of your packet.

Edward John Federenko, "Islands and transformation: An archetypal pattern in Western literature" (January 1, 1996). Electronic Doctoral Dissertations for UMass Amherst. Paper AAI9709593. 
Station #7
Diction Web

Remove the illustration from the folder. This is a visualization of all the most frequently-occurring words in “The Most Dangerous Game” (character names and common English words are excluded). It’s made on Wordle.net if you’re interested.
Using the colors, draw lines to connect similar words to create a web. You could also color code the words by similarity.

List the different categories you found on the back of your web. 

Then, discuss as a group then write answers to this questions on the back of your packet: 

How does the author’s word choice relate to the theme of the story?
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Station #8

Philosophy Station
"You're a big-game hunter, not a philosopher. Who cares how a jaguar feels?"
Well, maybe Rainsford’s not a philospher, but perhaps the author is. And perhaps the author wants us to think about philosophy as we read.
1. Read this overview of the differences between Rousseau and Hobbes’s views of human nature and the two sentences on the back.

“Rousseau’s conception of the state of nature is entirely more positive than Hobbes’s conception of the same idea, as Hobbes, who originated the term, viewed the state of nature as essentially a state of war and savagery. This difference in definition indicates the two philosophers’ differing views of human nature, which Rousseau viewed as essentially good and Hobbes as essentially base and brutal. Finally, Rousseau acknowledged that although we can never return to the state of nature, understanding it is essential for society’s members to more fully realize their natural goodness.”

http://www.sparknotes.com/philosophy/rousseau/themes.html
(Turn over)

	A sentence from Hobbes:

 “[In the state of nature,] Force and fraud are, in war, the two cardinal virtues.”
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	A sentence from Rousseau:

 “[In the state of nature,] the strongest is never strong enough to be always the master, unless he transforms strength into right, and obedience into duty.”
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2. Based on these sentences and the summary, which belief does the author, Richard Connell most likely hold about human nature? Which belief do you agree with? Use phrases from the quotes in your answer. Answer both questions on the back of your packet.

