“But they never won the heart inside me, never.

So nothing is as sweet as a man’s own country,

his own parents, even though he’s settled down

in some luxurious house, off in a foreign land

and far from those who bore him.”

(Fagles 12)

Read the passage aloud quietly several times. Underline important phrases, define words you don’t understand, and summarize what happens in the margin. 

Situate the quotation in the plot: When does this happen? Who is involved? What happens? Write this below the text.

Examine diction (word choice): Which words or synonyms are repeated? Which opposites appear? Does the narrator use alliteration, assonance, or consonance in the passage? Why might the narrator use such stylized language at this point in the story? Who is speaking this part of the story?

Examine figurative language: Identify metaphor, simile, and/or imagery (descriptions using the 5 senses).

Examine syntax: Are the sentences generally short or long? Are they straightforward and easy to understand or full of interjections and clauses? If your passage contains both long and short sentences, examine whether the sentence length varies based on the content of the sentence. Does the passage use parallel structure? Identify any other rhetorical devices we have discussed in class.

Examine characterization: What does the passage reveal about the character or characters involved, particularly Odysseus?

Look over your answers. What is revealed about the story based through the words used in this passage? Come up with some central ideas. For instance, you could address Odysseus’ motivations or elements of his character. Choose your strongest idea and rewrite it into a thesis statement.

