
By the end of this project, you will be an expert on one scene from Romeo & Juliet. You will write about this scene, an artist’s representation of the scene, and create and write about your own artistic representation of the scene!

 

Project Timeline


Due Date
          Assignment                               Description                               % of Grade

	(
	Monday, 4/25
	Choose Scene, Artwork, and Creative Product
	Go through the list of scenes and artworks and choose which you want to write about.
	HW

	( 
	Wednesday, 4/27
	Prewriting
	Complete the guided survey about your scene and artwork (attached).
	HW

	( 
	Friday, 4/29
	Critical Essay

Rough Draft
	In a two-page essay, evaluate how well the work of art conveys different elements of the scene. 

Typed full first draft of your essay due for a day of peer review.
	HW

	( 
	Monday, 5/2
	Critical Essay

Final Draft
	Typed final draft of critical essay due.
	PROJECT

	(  
	Wednesday, 5/4
	Creative Product
	It’s your turn to tell the story! Create a product or work of art that retells or represents your passage in a creative way.
	QUIZ

	( 
	Wednesday, 5/4
	Creative Statement
	Half-page typed artist’s statement explaining the choices you made in your Creative Product.
	QUIZ

	                                                                         
	


Scene Choices: Due Monday, April 25
1. Choose from one of the following scenes for all parts of your project. 

2. Then pick up the list of art for your scene. You may compare your scene to ballet, orchestral music, opera, a work of visual art, or a film version of the scene. If you want to choose a different scene and artwork, get it approved before starting.

Circle the scene you will use for the entire project.

I.v.16f 

Ball Scene: Romeo and Juliet first meet.

II.ii.1-61 or 62f (62 and following)

Balcony Scene: Juliet muses on Romeo’s name or Romeo courts Juliet.

II.vi

The secret marriage of Romeo and Juliet.

III.i.35-138

Tybalt kills Mercutio; Romeo kills Tybalt.

III.v.1-59

Romeo and Juliet’s farewell after their first night together; Their last living kiss.

III.v.67-203
Juliet fights with her parents about marriage.
IV.i.44f (44 and following)

Friar Laurence gives Juliet the sleeping potion.

IV.v.1-95

Discovery of Juliet after she takes sleeping potion.

V.iii.22-169

Romeo and Juliet commit suicide.

V.iii.215f (215 and following)

Discovery of dead lovers, Peace between the Capulets and Montagues

1. Prewriting
Due Wednesday, April 27
After choosing a scene from the selection above and a work of art from the list created for that scene (or after finding a different work of art and getting it approved), fill out the prewriting sheet.
2. Critical Essay

First Draft due Friday, April 29; Final Draft due Monday, May 2
Your task is to review how well this artist showed the original Shakespeare through his or her artwork. How does the work of art support or contradict your analysis of the scene? In what ways is this a successful representation of the literary elements in the scene?

In your essay, you must use at least two of the following literary elements to compare the art and the scene: plot, characterization, imagery, tone, theme, binaries, etc (for example: views of love, the power of loyalty, free will vs. fate, dark vs. light).

Suggested breakdown of paragraphs:

¶ 1: Introduction

- Situate the scene from Romeo and Juliet (Basics and description of artwork from Prewriting)

- Introduce the work of art (Title, Artist, Medium, Date)


- Thesis Statement: State how the work of art compares to or contrasts the scene through TWO 

    
literary elements. 



Example: William Brown’s 1908 painting of Juliet thinking about her own death keeps the 



original plot of Shakespeare’s play but fails to communicate the tone and 



characterization of Juliet that create the characteristically strong sense of tragedy in theplay.

¶ 2: Literary Element 1


- Argument sentence on how the work of art displays literary element 1 (must support thesis).


- How literary element 1 appears in the scene (Use 1 quote). 


- How literary element 1 appears in the artwork (Use 1 detail).


- Conclusion sentence

¶ 3: Literary Element 2


- Argument sentence on how the work of art displays literary element 2 (must support thesis).


- How literary element 2 appears in the scene (Use 1 quote).


- How literary element 2 appears in the artwork (Use 1 detail).


- Conclusion sentence

¶ 4: Conclusion

- Restate thesis. 

Example: Even though Brown’s painting shows the events of Shakespeare’s scene, it does not show how Juliet felt during the scene. The painting fails to communicate the most important part of the play: Juliet’s misery. 
- Explanation of what the artwork includes or doesn’t include that makes it (or would have made it) a success. 

Example: Juliet’s sorrow leads to her death at the play’s tragic end. If the artist does not show her misery, the audience may forget what happens to her and therefore not get the full effect of dramatic irony intended by Shakespeare. 

- Conclusion: Wrap up with a final sentence or two relating this scene to the play as a whole.


Example: Dramatic irony defines Romeo and Juliet from the very first words of the 
Prologue and in this scene Juliet joins the audience in knowing what her tragic end will 
be.
3. Artwork
Due Wednesday, May 4

Choose one way to retell the scene for yourself. Your creation must be faithful to the text! Projects done in groups 
have extra requirements for the Creative Statement. You may work with students in other periods.

Circle the icon next to the product you will create.

( Tech
     ( Music
          ( Art

( Writing
     ( Theater 
(( Group Work
(
facebook
Create a Facebook page for one character in the scene. You may create a live facebook page for the name of your character (using your own email address) or draw a mock-up page on paper. Search facebook for “Romeo Montague” “Juliet Capulet” etc. for examples. If you create a live page, be sure to friend your teacher!


Must include:


 Profile: Basic Information, Personal Information, and Picture.


 Album: One album of at least 5 pictures that your character would have. Use pictures from the internet of some you have taken. Include captions.


 Status updates: At least 3 status updates that occur before, during, and after the scene.


 At least three quotes from the scene anywhere on your page.

Optional: Wall Posts from other characters or Wall-to-Wall conversations.

((
Soundtrack

Create a soundtrack of the different characters, moods, or moments of your scene. 

Must include:


 Songs: At least 5 that correspond to either the characters or the tone shifts in the scene. Retitle each song to apply to the scene.


 CD: Burn your tracks onto a CD.


 Packaging: Design a cover and insert (including lyrics, if applicable) for the CD case. This can either fit into a plastic jewel case or be folded into an envelope to contain the CD itself.

((
Graphic Novel

Create a comic strip using Shakespeare’s language and your own drawings or collages. 

Must include:


 Panels: At least 9 panels (boxes).


 Lines: At least 10 lines from the original Shakespeare. Line can be in thought bubbles, speech bubbles, or interior monologues put in a word box not associated with a character in the panel.


 Variety: Panels must include a variety of compositions (a close-up, a wide view, a point-of-view from a character, etc.).

Note: The library has lots of great examples of graphic novels (even Shakespeare graphic novels!).
(
Visual Art

Create a painting, drawing, photo, illustration, or sculpture that shows the binary/ies apparent in your scene.

Must include:


 Text: At least five words and at most 10 lines from the scene. You may include the text however you like. Consider creating a border for your 2-D work with the text.


 Dichotomy: Your audience should be able to identify dichotomy or duality in your piece.

(
Screenplay Translation

You have been given the task of adapting your scene into a short film.


Must include:



 Title (not Romeo and Juliet!)


 Characters: All characters in the scene must appear in the screenplay.


 Setting: Choose a new setting (time and place) for your scene. You may choose an era from American culture (the Roaring Twenties, the Wild West, Colonial Days, Modern Times, the Sixties, etc.) OR a cultural group (California Valley Girl, Rapper, Eighties Mall Rat, etc.). Describe your setting and make your characters speak according to it.


 Translation: You must translate each character’s words into language appropriate for your chosen setting. Though you may shorten characters’ speeches, each character must speak the same number of times as they do in the original. 

For examples of screenplay format, Google “screenplay format”
( ((
Daytime Talk Show

Film a 15-minute Daytime TV Talk Show in the style of Maury, Jerry Springer, etc. on the topic “Star-Crossed Lovers and their Parents”. This show will take place at the point in the play during or after your scene occurs. 


Must include:



 Characters: From your scene, plus Romeo and Juliet. Characters should make their 
personalities 
known to the audience through their words and actions. Relationships between characters should be 
made clear in their actions. (You may double-cast actors for these parts.)



 Host: This should be a relatively unbiased character like Chorus, Prince Escalus, or Benvolio. May be 
included in the 4 characters needed.



 Intros: Before bringing out each character, the host should introduce them by stating which family they 
associate with (if any), one quote they have said, and their character traits.



 Questions and Answers: Each character must answer 2 questions about why they did or didn’t do 
something in or before the scene.


Optional: Bodyguard.


Creative Statement: Must be one page double-spaced instead of ½ page. Identify which quotes you used in 
preparing your character and explain the answers to your two questions. Explain how your acting of this character 
is appropriate to the scene.

( ((
Performance

By yourself or with another student (or students) memorize and perform your scene for the class! Hopefully, we will be able to do this in an amphitheatre-like place at school.


Must include:


 Introduction: Players must provide a brief introduction to the scene. Indicate to your audience what they should look for in your production to get the most out of the scene.

 Fluid Speech: You may use note cards or a small script with your lines on them, but you can’t just read to us. Memorization is best, but note cards will ease the nerves. Original Shakespeare only!


 Blocking: Stage movements must be constant and demonstrate the changing relationships between characters in the scene.


 Costumes and Props: Provide appropriate costumes and props. Some props are available in Ms. Rublein’s tiring house (swords, daggers, flowers, etc.).


 Passion: You don’t have to be a great actor, you just have to enjoy yourself.

Creative Statement: Must be one page double-spaced instead of ½ page. Support how your blocking, physical ticks, and voice are appropriate to the character using quotations. Explain your character’s inner thoughts in this scene and how you displayed them.

(((
Original Music

Write your own music or song version of the scene. Lyrics are optional. Be ready to play a recording or do a live performance for the class!


Must include:



 Introduction: Introduce your piece by explaining how you show character and theme through the 
music.



 Title: Not Romeo and Juliet!



 Quote: Choose one quote from your scene that inspired or sums up your song or piece.


 Recording or Live Performance: Doesn’t have to be perfect! 



 Musical Themes: Your piece should include at least 2 character “themes” or “riffs” and 1 thematic “riff”. 
For instance, you could have a musical pattern for the 
Nurse and one for Juliet as well as a pattern that 
shows disagreement between youth and age.



 Length: At least two minutes and 30 seconds.
? 
Your own project? Get your idea approved before you start.

Set and lighting design? A series of poems? An interpretive dance? Choreography to Prokofiev’s R&J?
4. Artist Statement

Due Wednesday, May 4
Length: ½ page (unless otherwise stated), double-spaced, 12-pt. Times New Roman. 

This statement will be displayed with your work of art in order to help the audience better understand your choices. In one or two paragraphs, describe what you want to show the audience about the scene through your Creative Product; in other words, state your goals. Explain in detail how each element of your creation relates to the scene using at least 2 quotations. Justify each artistic decision you make! We will talk about this more in depth on Monday, May 2.

HAVE FUN.   GO WILD.   MAKE THE TEXT YOUR OWN.

Final Project


Romeo & Juliet
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