Binder Section: Literature

How is structure related to meaning?


Laura

She used to let her golden hair fly free

For the wind to toy and tangle and molest.

Her eyes were brighter than the radiant west.

(Seldom they shine so now.)  I used to see

Pity look out of those deep eyes on me

(It was false pity, you would now protest.)

I had love’s tinder heaped within my breast;

What wonder that the flame burned furiously?

She did not walk in any mortal way, 

but with angelic progress; when she spoke,

Unearthly voices sang in unison.

She seemed divine among the dreary folk

Of earth.  You say she is not so today?

Well, though the bow’s unbent, the wound bleeds on.

Francesco Petrarch (14th Century)


Sonnet Notes

# of lines _______

Rhyme scheme?   yes/no

Metered verse or Free verse?

Topic:

	Sonnet 130

	

	My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun;

	Coral is far more red than her lips' red;

	If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;

	If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head.

	I have seen roses damask'd, red and white,

	But no such roses see I in her cheeks;

	And in some perfumes is there more delight

	Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.

	I love to hear her speak, yet well I know

	That music hath a far more pleasing sound;

	I grant I never saw a goddess go;

	My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground:

	And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare

	As any she belied with false compare.

	William Shakespeare  (17th Century)


1. Mark the rhyme scheme of the poem.

2. Divide the poem into segments based on the rhyme scheme.

3. Label a place in the poem where a change in rhyme scheme occurs at the same time as a shift in ideas. Explain the change in ideas.

4. Label a simile and tell what it means.

5. Label a metaphor and tell what it means.

6. What is the speaker’s tone in the poem? Label a line that shows the tone.

7. How does the speaker feel about his mistress?

8. In what way might Shakespeare be ridiculing or insulting Petrarch (or Laura)?

