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Theme in the Bildungsroman
1. What are some of the topics addressed in this novel? Remember, a topic is a broad idea all people can relate to (for example, sickness, isolation, friendship). Write down at least five, if not more. You may want to consider the title of the novel when brainstorming topics.

2. Circle the topic that you think is most important to the development of the character. Answer one of these two questions: 

What does the protagonist learn about that topic during the story? 

What do you think the author wants the reader to learn about that topic?

You must use your topic word in the theme statement.

3. Find a passage from anywhere in the novel, but preferably from the end, that proves your answer to #2. Copy the quote onto the front of this sheet. Write your theme statement at the bottom. Then, provide at least six annotations in the margin to explain how the passage demonstrates the theme. Finally, underline your topic word in the theme statement on the front.
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