Class Set:  Please keep this sheet clean and leave it on the desk when you leave.


Socratic Seminar: Of Mice and Men
· If you didn’t do the homework, you may not participate in the discussion.
· This discussion will be worth a quiz grade.
Use some of these canned phrases to help elevate the discussion:

· On page…, it says [read quote aloud]. I found this passage…because…

· Can we take that a step further?

· Do you have evidence for that?

· I understand where you’re coming from, but I see it a different way…

· That relates to another idea I had…

· So can we agree that… [insert conclusion here]?
· I have a question that relates to what you’re talking about…

· Could I ask a question about something unrelated?
Guidelines


Bonus Points if you . . . 

Use literary terminology

Connect to Aristotle’s theory of tragedy

Connect to the story of Cain and Abel

Speak loudly, clearly, and confidently. No hand-raising.


You must add two significant comments to earn full credit for the discussion. If you are a leader, you will use your two comments within the first few minutes; after that, use your speaking skills to encourage others to participate or keep the group on task.


You must always look in your book for evidence.


Take notes on everything discussed. You do not need to include names. Write the topic and conclusion for each part of the discussion. Mark your own ideas (either spoken aloud or not) with a star.


If you don’t understand what someone said, say so. Chances are, other people didn’t understand, either.





You can earn points for:					You can lose points for:


+ Citing page numbers					- Not taking notes 


+ Using close reading						- Distracting your classmates


+ Making an insightful comment				- Not having your book open


+ Connecting the ideas of different classmates		- Ignoring someone’s comment or question and 


moving on to another topic without asking


- Off-topic or silly conversation











+ Asking thoughtful questions				


+ Taking extensive notes					


+ Pointing out when someone is way off track


+ Controlled enthusiasm








