Prepositions in Writing
1. Prepositional phrases can enhance your writing by increasing specificity. 

Atticus Finch believes in equality.

(1) During ______________________________________  (2) in _______________________________________, Atticus Finch, 



time





place

(3) unlike _____________________________________   (4) of ___________________________________, believes in equality 



people





place/time

(5) for ________________________________________   (6) across ______________________________________________ and 



who?





what kinds of people?

(6) among ____________________________________________________________.


what kinds of people?

2. Additionally, prepositions can be used to create rhythm when used in a list. 

She walked.

(1) At the edge of reason, she walked (2) to him (3) through the snow, (4) beyond the lot, (5) in an attempt to save herself. 

It cried.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Removing prepositional phrases can help you understand a complex sentence.
As you read, put parentheses around each prepositional phrase. 
“Just as if, in the heart of their band, which progressed along the shore walk like a luminous comet, they had decided that the surrounding crowd was composed of creatures of another race whose sufferings even could not awaken in them any sense of fellowship . . . They walked on a few steps, then stopped for a moment in the middle of the road, with no thought whether they were impeding the passage of other people, in a council, an aggregation of irregular shape, compact, unusual and shrill, like birds that gather on the ground at the moment of flight; then they resumed their leisurely stroll along the shore walk, above the sea.”
- from Marcel Proust’s Within a Budding Grove, part two of his seven-volume novel In Search of Lost Time

3. Punctuation

If you begin your sentence with a preposition… add a comma.

If you have a list of separate prepositional phrases, separate them as you would a list, with commas.

If you use an adjectival prepositional phrase after the noun and it can be easily removed from the sentence, surround the prepositional phrase with commas. 

Compound Prepositions you can use:
apart from, as for, as well as, aside from, because of, by means of, contrary to, for the sake of, in back of, in case of, in front of, in place of, in spite of, inside of, instead of, out of, together with, up at, up to, with regard to

Preposition Writing

Imagine a distant memory from your childhood. It should be something you hardly remember. Now, we’re going to write about that memory as if it were happening to someone else. We’re going to fictionalize it.

1. Brief description of the memory:

	


2. Write a simple sentence that captures a single action in the memory. 

· You must write in third person (no I, me, we).

· You must use pronouns to name the characters instead of names. 

· Your sentence cannot be more than five words long. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Now, you are going to begin building the world around the action, giving your reader hints about what is happening, the backstory, the characters. We will do this by adding prepositional phrases, one at a time. First, recopy your simple sentence onto the line below. Then, add prepositional phrases off each word as illustrated.

4. Rewrite your final sentence here, including your punctuation:

	


Have Ms. Garvoille check your sentence before moving on to the next step.
Atticus Finch believes in equality.

During the time of Jim Crow laws, Atticus Finch believes in equality.

During the time of Jim Crow laws in the deep South, Atticus Finch believes in equality.

During the time of Jim Crow laws in the deep South, Atticus Finch believes in equality for all men.

During the time of Jim Crow laws in the deep South, Atticus Finch believes in equality for all men across racial barriers.

During the time of Jim Crow laws in the deep South, Atticus Finch, unlike other men, believes in equality for all men across racial barriers.
During the time of Jim Crow laws in the deep South, Atticus Finch, unlike other men of his time, believes in equality for all men across racial barriers.

During the time of Jim Crow laws in the deep South, Atticus Finch, unlike other men of his time, believes in equality and for all men across racial barriers and among social classes.
