Elements of Tragedy
from Aristotle’s Poetics

1. Three Unities
 










2. Tragic Hero: _________________________________________________________






Hubris

3. Perepeteia: _________________________________________________________
4. Formula for Tragedy



Source: Aristotle. Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans. Roberts, W. Rhys and Ingram Bywater. Toronto: Random House, 1954. 

“Tragedy endeavors to keep as far as possible within a single circuit of the sun, or something near that.” (230)








“[I]n [tragedy], the story, as an imitation of action, must represent one action, a complete whole, with its several incidents so closely connected that the transposal or withdrawal of any one of them will disjoin and dislocate the whole.” (234)





Hamartia








“[A] man not preeminently virtuous and just, whose misfortune, however, is brought  upon him not by vice and depravity but by some error of judgment…” (238)








"…the change of the kind described from one state of things within the play to its opposite…" (236)








"A tragedy, then [has] … incidents arousing pity and fear, wherewith to accomplish its catharsis of such emotions." (230)








Catharsis











