Prepositions

Must be memorized by: Friday, January 7
Students’ greatest difficulty with these more sophisticated elements is that they tend to confuse them with prepositional phrases.  Memorizing prepositions will allow you to spot prepositional phrases easily, eliminating this confusion.

You will be asked to write these prepositions from memory, with no aides, for a quiz grade.

about

before

down

of

through

with

above

behind

during

off

throughout

within

across

below

for

on

to


without

after

beneath
from

onto

toward




against

beside

in

out

under




along

between
inside

outside

until

among

beyond

into

over

up


around

by

like

past

upon

at



Prepositional Phrases:  

Definition:  a phrase made up of a preposition and its object (a noun that follows it).  A Prepositional phrase modifies another word in the sentence.

Punctuation:  None, most of the time. In fact, it is a huge mistake to put a comma between a preposition and the word it modifies.  (For example:  We live, in Durham.)

However, sometimes if there is a very long prepositional phrase or string of phrases at the beginning of a sentence, then you put a comma after it (so that it is clear when the main clause of the sentence begins).

Examples:

He gave the speech with great feeling.

Parking on campus is prohibited for students.

Under the bridge at the edge of the highway, we found several homeless people.

Teetering over the dangerous waterfall, Boudin impressed everyone by crossing Niagra Falls on a tightrope.

Diagramming Prepositions

Preposition: a usually small word that indicates position (in, on, under, over) or relationship (of, for to, from). Guess what? It’s okay to end a sentence with a preposition!
There are two kinds of prepositional phrases: adverbial prepositional phrases and adjectival prepositional phrases. One is attached to a verb and one is attached to a noun.

An adverbial prepositional phrase describes a _______________________.

Most prepositional phrases are adverbial.
Examples:
I went to Grandmother’s house (describes the direction of “went”)


I am fond of my father (describes the recipient of “fond”)



You are like a sister to me (that’s TWO prepositional phrases describing “are”)


It is near a waterfall (describing is)
An adjectival prepositional phrases describes a _________________ or _____________________. 

It answers the question Which one?
Examples: 
The man with the brown hat


The house amid the trees



The insect beneath my foot


The cavity inside my mouth

