Developing a Thesis Statement

1. Create a list of questions and/or sections from the book that confused you. You can also think about your binaries: how is it that certain events can be on both sides of a binary? Your thoughts should be directly related to your motif. 

Ex: Why did Bob Ewell go after Scout and Jem but not Judge Taylor? (legal/illegal)
      Why did the book end with reading? That seemed kind of boring! (imagination, reading)

2. Choose one of the confusing elements above that you would like to figure out an answer to. Circle it.

3. Come up with some possible explanations or answers to your question.

4. Choose an answer your group believes it could support with textual evidence. Circle it.

5. Rewrite your answer into a DADS thesis statement below.

6. Double-check to see if it is DADS:

Debatable

What could someone say to debate you?

Analytical

Does this statement seem important to understanding the book as a whole? Why?

Defensible

What passages and/or events can you use to defend this thesis?

Specific

Does it answer the questions how and why? If not, go back and rewrite it!

​​

If your thesis statement is not DADS, you must rewrite it in #5 until it is!

Don’t worry!

Your thesis statement may change slightly as you write your essay. 

This is a natural part of the writing process!
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