Class Set:  Please keep this sheet clean and leave it on the desk when you leave.


Fishbowl Seminar: To Kill a Mockingbird
· If you didn’t do the homework, you may not participate in the inner circle.

Inner Circle Rules


Important quotes you could use in discussion:

Epigraph: “Lawyers, I suppose, were children once”  (1).

“Let the dead bury the dead” (276). - Heck Tate

“Jem, how can you hate Hitler so bad an’ then turn around and be ugly about folks right at home—” (283). - Scout

“…in the secret courts of men’s hearts Atticus had no case” (241).

“If [folks are] all alike, why do they go out of their way to despise each other?” (227) - Jem

“So it took an eight-year-old child to bring ‘em to their senses, didn’t it?” (179) – Atticus

“Secretly, Miss Finch, I’m not much of a drinker, but you see they could never, never understand that I live like I do because that’s the way I want to live” (200). – Dolphus Raymond

“Tellin’ the truth’s not cynical, is it?” – Dill

“The way you tell it, it is.” – Aunt Alexandra (214)
Fishbowl Seminar: To Kill a Mockingbird
Outer Circle Rules


Questions to use if the conversation gets stuck:

What is a lady? What is Scout’s final decision about being ladylike?

Discuss the theme of appearance vs. reality.

What themes or issues in the novel are valid in Durham today?

Why is Dill in the novel?

Is Mayella a mockingbird?

Discuss the theme of education as it applies to the novel. Remember: education and school are related, but not necessarily the same.

Speak in seminar mode, without raising your hand or speaking over others. Speak loudly, clearly, and confidently.


Each time you speak, move one sticky from the edge of your desk to the top of your desk. If you run out of stickies, you may no longer speak until everyone else has used at least two stickies. 


You must have your book open at all times. 


Do not ignore the questions or comments of others. Come to a conclusion on one topic before moving on. 


No off-topic conversation or silly answers. 





Use some of these canned phrases to help elevate the discussion:


On page…, it says [read quote aloud]. I found this passage…because…


Take we take that a step further?


Do you have evidence for that?


I understand where you’re coming from, but I see it a different way…


That relates to another idea I had…


So can we agree that… [insert conclusion here]?








You can earn points for:					You can lose points for:


+ Citing page numbers					- Speaking over someone


+ Using close reading						- Speaking without stickies


+ Making an insightful comment				- Not having your book open


+ Connecting the ideas of classmates				- Ignoring someone’s comment or question and 


moving on to another topic without asking


- Off-topic or silly conversation





Ask your question for the inner circle to answer.


Take notes on everything discussed. You do not need to include names.


Add your own thoughts to your notes. Put a star next to your ideas.


Do not talk with other outer circle classmates.


If you did not hear what was said in the inner circle, do not interrupt to ask someone to repeat. Just keep listening.





Use some of these canned phrases to help elevate the discussion:


I have a question that relates to what you’re talking about…


Could I ask a question about something unrelated?








You can earn points for:					You can lose points for:


+ Asking thoughtful questions				- Speaking out of turn or interrupting rudely


+ Taking extensive notes					- Not taking notes


- Distracting your classmates in any way








