The Conclusion Paragraph

1. Summarize your points and how they prove your thesis (1-2 sentences).

Do not use IN CONCLUSION or IN SUMMARY!


For example: 

	REVIEW OF THESIS
	The narrator’s repetition of Atticus’s lesson to put herself in someone else’s shoes helps her more deeply understand and empathize with the world around her.

	REVIEW OF EVIDENCE
	The “trick” helps her on a range of levels, 

	· FIRST POINT
	from understanding those she already knows,

	· SECOND POINT
	to strangers she has never met,

	· THIRD POINT
	to the books she and her father read together.


YOU DO NOT NEED TO REVIEW YOUR GROUNDS.

2. Suggest why your paper is important. Answer the questions, So what? and Why should anybody care?

Think about saying to someone, “Well, if you don’t believe [insert thesis statement], then you’ll just think [some clearly bad alternative].”


For example: Without acknowledging the fact that Dill’s role in the novel is crucial to understanding the theme, the reader would be left thinking he was extraneous to the story. The thought that he is unnecessary would then call into doubt the quality and intent of the novel as a whole, making for a less powerful reading experience.
Or, “Hey, now that you think [insert thesis statement], you can also think this other super-duper cool thing: [insert a bigger idea that your thesis points to].”


For example: By recognizing the centrality of the imagination in Lee’s novel, the reader’s page-turning experience is validated. After all, if each key character is instructed to “step inside someone’s skin and walk around in it” (Lee 100), the reader should feel that she, too, has accomplished this “simple trick” (Lee 100). She has climbed inside Scout Finch’s skin and seen the world through her eyes. Now, just like Scout, the reader can leave behind the biases of the old South and the biases of simple adulthood, to live in empathy with the strangers around her.

3. Return to the introduction: if you used an image, repeat it; if you explained a scene, finish it.

