Basic English Essay Outline
I. Introduction


A. Set the scene (name book, situation)

B. Lead into thesis


C. Thesis statement

II. Prove your Grounds


A. Topic sentence


B. Introduce evidence


C. Quote evidence


D. Explain evidence


(repeat B - D as needed)


E. Conclusion sentence

III. – infinity. Body Paragraphs in STEPS or in SECTIONS

STEPS for proving the logical progression of a complex idea

SECTIONS to show how one idea shows up in different examples

A. Topic sentence


B. Introduce evidence


C. Quote evidence


D. Explain evidence


(repeat B - D as needed)


E. Conclusion sentence

Last Paragraph. Conclusion


A. Sum up argument


B. State why argument is important / contextualize it


C. End with a new thought

Somewhere, at the beginning, end, or in a body paragraph, add a rebuttal. 

A. State the counterargument (what the other side would say)

B. Provide evidence for counterargument.

C. State your rebuttal


D. Introduce evidence


E. Quote evidence


F. Explain evidence

(repeat A – F as needed)


F. Restate argument

Outlining the Body Paragraphs

where each rectangle is a body paragraph











State your thesis.





Prove your grounds.


If I’m suggesting the thesis statement is true, my reader has to already believe that…
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Step 1: If we first show…


Section 1: one example





Break it down.


Separate your thesis into at least two parts. Decide whether your thesis requires steps or sections.


( Steps	( Sections
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Step 2: then we can show…


Section 1: another example





OPTIONAL


Step 3:  which all proves our biggest point…


Section 3: a final example





Insert a rebuttal.


Prove your opponents wrong before they can even get a word in. The rebuttal could stand on its own as a paragraph, or it could be incorporated into the intro, conclusion, or body paragraphs.
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Counterargument


why they might think our thesis is wrong














Rebuttal


what we say back to them











