Class Set: Do not write on this copy

The Roles We Play in Discussion – Education in To Kill a Mockingbird
· The Topic: DO NOW

Miss Caroline Fischer is introduced in Chapter 2. While she is energetic and pretty, she is not readily accepted by the community. She is an outsider. But is Miss Caroline actually a good teacher? Take five minutes and jot down your thoughts on this issue, finding quotes or events from the book to support your opinion. 

· Ten people will be actively discussing this topic.  The rest of the class will be actively listening to the discussion.  
· Each discusser will be assigned one of the following roles.  If you are a discusser, do not tell anyone which role
      you have been assigned.  Keeping your role secret is key for the discussion to work effectively! 

1.  Chairperson – You see yourself as the leader and coordinator of the group.

2.  Casper Milquetoast – You have good ideas but are too shy to speak except when asked.

3.   Dictator – You feel you could do a much better job of being chairperson of the group and let everyone know it.  

4.  Wishy-Washy – You jump around among ideas.  You are sincere but unorganized.

5.  Agreer – You cut in to agree before people have finished talking.  You think you need to restate every statement

    for clarification.

6.  Socrates – You are continually asking deep questions rather than dealing with the realities of the problem.

7.  Fifth Column – You see the discussion process as nonsense and talk only with your neighbor

8.  Pollyanna – You try to make sure that no one gets upset.

9.  Jester – You are the group clown.  You try to find a joke in everything.

10.  Boy Scout – You are warm, friendly, and helpful.  You try to keep everything to a time schedule.  

· The discussers will engage with each other for approximately ten minutes.  During this time, the audience

should take notes on the discussion. Write down everything the discussers say. Try to figure out who was playing what role.  

· After the discussion, the audience members should present their guesses to the discussers.  The audience


members must explain how they arrived at their answers using evidence from the discussion.  The

      discussers will either confirm or deny these guesses.  

· Both discussers and audience members will then suggest ways that each of the roles benefits and/or detracts


from a successful discussion.  

