You will be assigned to read portions of To Kill a Mockingbird rather than the whole novel.  You are certainly welcome to read the entire novel, but you will be responsible for the assigned chapters only.  Below are plot summaries for the chapters you will not be assigned to read.  You should read these plot summaries as honors students are reading these chapters.

( Ch. 1 – read

( Ch. 2 – read

Ch. 3 and 4 – skip

--Atticus advises Scout to consider the point of view of others, to “climb into” others’skin and “walk around in it.”

--Jem and Scout find gifts left in a tree.

--start to play the “Boo Radley” game

( Ch. 5 – read

( Ch. 6 – read

Ch. 7 and 8 – skip

--children start a new school year

--Jem retrieves his torn pants from the Radley’s yard; they have been mysteriously mended.

--more gifts in the tree, until Nathan Radley plugs up the hole in the tree with cement

--Mrs. Radley dies.

--Miss Maudie’s house catches on fire in the middle of the night and is destroyed; no one is injured.

--As the children are outside watching the fire, someone puts blankets on their shoulders to keep them warm.  They are not sure who it was.

( Ch. 9 – read

( Ch. 10 – read

Ch. 11 and 12 – skip

--An adult, Mrs. DuBose, taunts Jem about Atticus’ client, Tom Robinson; in anger, he destroys her flower garden.

--As punishment, Jem visits Mrs. Dubose and reads to her for a month.

--Jem then finds out that Mrs. Dubose was ill; she dies.

--Atticus tries to convince Jem to be tolerant of Mrs. Dubose (and those like her) and admire her positive qualities.

--Jem and Scout attend Calpurnia’s church with her; the congregation takes up a collection to help out Tom Robinson’s family while he is in jail awaiting trial.

--Aunt Alexandra arrives to help care for Scout and Jem.

( Ch. 13 – read

Ch. 14 – skip

--Jem and Scout argue more; Jem tries to distance himself from Scout because he considers her too childish.

--Dill sneaks away from his relatives, takes a train by himself, and shows up in Maycomb, hiding under Scout’s bed.

( Ch. 15 – read

Ch. 16 – skip

--Atticus wants Scout to be tolerant of Mr. Cunningham’s involvement in the mob the night before.  He points out that a mob is “always made up of people” and can be stopped.

--Most of the people in Maycomb head to the courthouse to watch Tom Robinson’s trial.  Miss Maudie refuses to go, saying that it is not right for people to treat this serious matter like it was a carnival.

--Jem, Scout, and Dill go to the trial.  Outside the courthouse they see Mr. Dolphus Rayond, a man who is disliked by the town because of his relationship with a black woman and who is rumored to be an alcoholic. --Jem, Scout, Dill, Mr. Dolphus Raymond, Reverend Sykes, and the Negroes sit in the balcony of the courthouse.  

--Some of the townspeople accept the fact that Atticus was appointed (assigned) to defend Tom Robinson, but they are upset that he is putting effort into the case.

--Although Judge Taylor “seemed to take his job casually, in reality he kept a firm grip on any proceedings that came before him.”

--The trial is about to begin.

( Ch. 17 – read

( Ch. 18 – read

( Ch. 19 – read

Ch. 20

--The kids talk to Mr. Raymond, who tells them that we should cry over “the simple hell people give other people without even thinking.”

--In his closing argument, Atticus says that Mayella broke an unwritten rule about inter-racial relationships and that she and her father are accusing Tom Robinson of attacking her as a way to free Mayella of blame.  He also argues that in a court all men are equal and that Tom Robinson should not be found guilty because of his race.

--Calpurnia arrives at the courthouse.

( Ch. 21 – read

Ch. 22, 23, and 24

-Jem is dismayed about the jury’s verdict and disappointed at the townspeople of Maycomb.

--Bob Ewell threatens “to get” Atticus.

--Atticus is not angry with Bob Ewell, telling the children to “stand in Bob Ewell’s shoes for a minute” and consider his reason for the threat.

--Atticus explains that the jury found Tom Robinson guilty because “a jury forces a man to make up his mind and declare himself about something.  Men don’t like to do that.”

--Jem thinks there are four kinds of folks: “the ordinary kind like us and the neighbors, the kind like the Cunninghams out in the woods, the Ewells down at the dump, and the Negroes.”

--Scout thinks there’s one kind of folks: folks.

--Atticus is planning to appeal the jury’s verdict, but Tom Robinson does not believe the verdict will be overturned.  He tries to escape from prison and is shot to death by prison guards.

( Ch. 25 – read

Ch. 26 and 27

--Scout’s third grade teacher discusses the value of tolerance despite the fact that she made disparaging remarks about Tom Robinson; Scout is frustrated with her hypocrisy.

--Jem tells Scout he doesn’t want to talk about the trial ever again.

--Bob Ewell returns to his outcast status among the townspeople.

-- A prowler shows up at Judge Taylor’s home when he is there alone.  The judge is unable to catch the prowler, but he keeps watch with a shotgun in case the prowler returns.

--Tom Robinson’s old employer, Link Deas, gives Tom’s widow, Helen Robinson, a job.  Bob Ewell tries to intimidate her.  Townspeople come to the conclusion that Bob Ewell was the prowler.  Aunt Alexandra is worried that Bob Ewell will come after Atticus next.

--A town pageant (play) is planned for Halloween night.  It is to take place, along with a Halloween party, at the school gym.  Scout has a part in it.

( Ch. 28 – read

( Ch. 29 – read

( Ch. 30 – read

( Ch. 31 – read
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