Literature Circle Role Guide

Motif: __________________________________

Theme: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Related Questions:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Roles in your group can alternate each week or they can stay the same for every meeting. You must decide who will perform what role for next time at the end of each meeting.

Discussion Director

It is your job to plan what your group will discuss during the literature circle meetings. Each meeting will last approximately thirty minutes, so your questions should be deep and difficult to answer.

What to do in your motif journal:

· Write the date and chapter numbers.

· As you read, write down quotes, page numbers, events, and ideas that relate to your motif or prove your theme. Then, write or draw your personal response to the reading. Focus your response to how the motif appears in the story. You must include at least one quote.

· Write five deep discussion questions that relate to your motif.

Examples: 
1. Is Atticus the father his children want him to be?


  

2. In Maycomb, what are most fathers like?




3. In what ways is Atticus different?




4. How does not having a wife affect his abilities to be a father?

5. On page 17, what does it mean when the narrator says, “He completed a task only meant for women?”

· Finally, write down your own responses to these questions to get the conversation started.

Close Reader

It is your job to find the deeper meaning hidden in one passage from the reading. During the literature circle meetings, you will explain why you chose the passage and your group will annotate it together.

What to do in your motif journal:

· Write the date and chapter numbers.

· As you read, write down quotes, page numbers, events, and ideas that relate to your motif or prove your theme. Then, write or draw your personal response to the reading. Focus your response to how the motif appears in the story. You must include at least one quote.

· Copy out into your journal (or type up and print out) one passage that seems especially important to your motif. The passage could be as short as one sentence or as long as half a page. Write out your passage on every other line or double-space it on your computer.

· Finally, write a short paragraph about why you chose the passage and what you think it means.



Illustrator

It is your job to come up with a symbolic or otherwise meaningful drawing, chart, map, or other illustration that shows how your motif comes up in the reading. During literature circle meetings, you will show your illustration without saying anything at first. Your group members will guess what you illustrated and its importance. Then you will tell them why you drew it. This may lead to further discussions.

What to do in your motif journal:

· Write the date and chapter numbers.

· As you read, write down quotes, page numbers, events, and ideas that relate to your motif or prove your theme. Then, write or draw your personal response to the reading. Focus your response to how the motif appears in the story. You must include at least one quote.

· Draw, paint, or collage a meaningful symbolic representation of how your group’s motif appears in the story. This may be the same as your personal response or in addition to it. This should not just be a drawing of the events.

Researcher

It is your job to research difficult vocabulary words and allusions. An allusion is any reference to history, art, religion, or culture. You could also research the time period, Harper Lee, or more about your motif. For instance, you would research what Jem means by the “Dewey Decimal System” of education in chapter two. You would also look up what the word “assuaged” means in the first paragraph of the novel. During the literature circle meetings, you will share with your group members what you find in your research.

What to do in your motif journal:

· Write the date and chapter numbers.

· As you read, write down quotes, page numbers, events, and ideas that relate to your motif or prove your theme. Then, write or draw your personal response to the reading. Focus your response to how the motif appears in the story. You must include at least one quote.

· As you read, make a list of terms, words, and references you do not understand. Then, look up each on the internet (try dictionary.com or wikipedia.org). You can try searching for a phrase in Google by putting it in quotes (example: “Let this cup pass from me”). Focus your list on words and phrases that relate to your group’s motif.

