Key Passages in Chapter 1

Annotate the following passage, looking for indirect characterization (notes on L11). The different steps of annotation include: marking questions, diction (keywords, repeated words, good/bad words), characterization, summary, observations, and connections.

Characterization of the Children

“Dill, you have to think about these things,” Jem said. “Lemme think a minute . . . it’s sort of like making a turtle come out . . .”

“How’s that?” asked Dill.

“Strike a match under him.”

I told Jem if he set fire to the Radley house I was going to tell Atticus on him.

Dill said striking a match under a turtle was hateful.

“Ain’t hateful, just persuades him––‘s not like you’d chunk him in the fire,” Jem growled.

“How do you know a match don’t hurt him?”

“Turtles can’t feel, stupid,” said Jem.


“Were you ever a turtle, huh?” (hardcover 9-10, paperback 14)
What do you learn about the characters? Write or draw your answers in the boxes below.

	Jean Louise “Scout” Finch


	Charles Baker “Dill” Harris


	Jeremy Atticus “Jem” Finch




The Hyperbole of Boo
Choose one (or more) of the key passages below. Annotate the passage. Locate all the words and phrases that show hyperbole. Label any verbal irony. Then answer the question at the bottom of the page.

1.
Inside the house lived a malevolent phantom. People said he existed, but Jem and I had never seen him. People said he went out at night when the moon was down, and peeped in windows. When people’s azaleas froze in a cold snap, it was because he had breathed on him. Any stealthy small crimes committed in Maycomb were his work (hardcover 5, paperback 8-9).

*

2.
So Jem received most of his information from Miss Stephanie Crawford, a neighborhood scold, who said she knew the whole thing. According to Miss Stephanie, Boo was sitting in the livingroom cutting some items from The Maycomb Tribune to paste in his scrapbook. His father entered the room. As Mr. Radley passed by, Boo drove the scissors into his parent’s leg, pulled them out, wiped them on his pants, and resumed his activities.


Mrs. Radley ran screaming into the street that Arthur was killing them all, but when the sheriff arrived he found Boo still sitting in the livingroom, cutting up the Tribune. He was thirty-three years old then (hardcover 7, paperback 11).

*

3.
“Wonder what he looks like?” said Dill.

Jem gave a reasonable description of Boo: Boo was about six-and-a-half feet tall, judging from his tracks; he dined on raw squirrels and any cats he could catch, that’s why his hands were bloodstained––if you ate an animal raw, you could never wash the blood off. There was a long jagged scar that ran across his face; what teeth he had were yellow and rotten; his eyes popped, and he drooled most of the time. (hardcover 9, paperback 13)
How does the author’s use of hyperbole relate to stereotypes and rumors? Answer in complete sentences.














