Oral Reading Fluency
Oral fluency is a strong indicator of reading comprehension.

· Ham it up
· Read in phrases, not in words

· Punch up to three key words in the sentence, including…

· transition words: after, instead, suddenly

· comparatives and superlatives: darker, faster, saddest, fullest
· Breathe at commas, semicolons, colons, and periods (, ; : .)

· Dialogue tags are stage directions 
· “Quiet!” he said sharply.
· Change your voice for different characters

· Read it again (if you don’t understand)

Practice:

· Bracket phrases to group together

· In each sentence, underline one to three words to punch.

· Circle commas, semicolons, colons, and periods to breathe at.

1. Cary, NC. The joke around here is that this town’s name is really an acronym for “Containment Area for Relocated Yankees.”

2. As far as Vernon Yates is concerned, they haven’t been contained well enough.

3. “It’s all gone,” Yates, pausing for another spit of tobacco juice, says of the Southern town of his youth. “Everything is completely different from what it used to be.”

As you read “What does it mean to be Southern?” fill in the chart below. Page numbers are listed in parenthesis.

What we think…


Does the article confirm this? How or how not?

	“[B]lacks were oppressed for hundreds of years,” so they should not feel proud of the South (2).


	

	All Southerners are “red-staters” (2).


	

	“Southerners” are “more religious than other Americans” (2).


	

	Southerners are “more courteous than other Americans” (3).


	

	The south is primarily a farming industry and most people live in the country (3).


	

	Southerners are poor (4).


	

	Southerners marry their cousins (4).


	

	Southerners are the only ones in the US to like NASCAR and go to Baptist churches (4).


	

	The South still has a strong identity (4).


	


